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Abstract

A lot of current software services use technologies facilitated by cloud computing. Cloud computing produces
an increasing amount of emissions. Estimating the carbon footprint of cloud computing can be done by
various models. However, it remains unclear which stakeholders bear responsibility for which part of the
emissions, leaving the question of accountability unanswered.

In cooperation with BT Global Services, this project continued the development of a model to estimate
the carbon emissions of cloud-based software services, and distribute them fairly among stakeholders. The
estimate is made by splitting energy consumption into static energy usage, which cloud resources consume
while idling, and dynamic energy usage, which is based on the actual usage pattern. Based on this, a lower
and upper bound, together with a set of policies for deciding these bounds is defined with respect to which
part of the energy consumption the stakeholder is responsible for. This provides the involved stakeholders
with more insight on their footprint. On top of this, a new metric which clarifies how energy efficient a tenant
uses a service in relation to other tenants is proposed. The use of this metric was evaluated by different
stakeholders with respect to its efficacy.
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Chapter 1

Introduction

Over the past few decades, there has been a significant increase in the use of IT equipment. Even though
IT enables often-used technologies, it has a substantial environmental impact. This is also reflected in
the electricity usage. Various studies have made different estimations of electricity usage. In 2015 it was
predicted that data centers will use 3%-13% of global electricity and IT-related equipment between 8% and
51%. That while the global electricity usage of data centers was just 1% in 2010 [1]. Another study in 2021
estimated that data centers would use 2.13% of global energy in 2030. This study also took into account
IoT and the end of Moore’s law [2].

These variations in reported figures regarding IT energy consumption do not undermine the credibility of
these estimates, rather, they reflect the different factors considered and the scope of the studies. Moreover,
rapid change in technology1 has a positive effect on energy usage [3]. Nevertheless, all these studies show
the same trend, the energy usage of IT increases each year. This can be explained by the rebound effect [4],
which states that when a unit of production can be produced with less amount of units than before, the
increased demand can result in countering the potential savings. The more energy-efficient production makes
the product of a unit cheaper and increases the demand.

While data centers do contribute to emissions, it would be simplistic to state that data centers only
attribute to the amount of emissions emitted. For example, electronic software distribution instead of
physical software distribution reduces emissions up to 83% [5]. Also, in other fields where IT supports their
operations, they emit up to 7.2 less emissions compared to scenarios without IT implementation [6].

The carbon footprint as defined by Pertsova and widely adopted in the literature is as follows: ”The
carbon footprint is a measure of the exclusive total amount of carbon dioxide emissions that are directly and
indirectly caused by an activity or is accumulated of the life stages of a product.” [7] However, the carbon
footprint is just a part of a larger family, including ecological, energy, carbon and water footprints, called
the footprint family [8]. The energy footprint can be translated to the carbon footprint [8]. Moreover, the
carbon footprint is more widely adapted. For the scope of this study everything can therefore be combined
in the carbon footprint.

Following these premises the chapter is structured as follows: the GHG protocol as the foundation of this
work will be explained in Section 1.1. With this information, the case can be summarized in Section 1.2.
Then the problem definition to explain the scope of this thesis will be explained in Section 1.3 and Section 1.4
will give the structure of the thesis.

1.1 GHG protocol

Currently, the greenhouse gasses (GHG) protocol is widely recognized and utilized as the standard framework
for carbon emissions reporting. It classifies emissions into three scopes, each representing different sources
of carbon emissions. The GHG protocol is defined by the World Resources Institute in 2004 [9] and later
standardized by ISO [10].

1For example virtualization and improvements in energy efficiency at data center level
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1.2. Case Summary Chapter 1. Introduction

Figure 1.1: Max users per hour

The three scopes are as follows:

Scope 1 These are the direct emissions, emitted by the company itself, such as those emitted by on-site
machines and power generators. While data centers typically do not have these emissions, it is worth noting
that data centers often have power generators on-site in the event of a blackout.

Scope 2 These are the indirect emissions caused by the consumption of electricity. This is the main focus of
this research since devices such as servers, network systems, cooling systems and other such systems consume
electricity. Sotos [11] created a guideline for reporting Scope 2 emissions and stated that it is should contain
energy consumption in any form.

Scope 3 All emissions that do not fall in Scope 1 and 2 are classified as Scope 3 emissions. Depending on
the sector Scope 3 emissions account for either a significant share or most of the emissions [11, 12]. Bhatia
et al. [13] created a guide for Scope 3 emission, categorizing it into upstream and downstream emissions.
Upstream emissions refer to the emissions based on purchasing a product. If the product had not been
bought the entire emissions associated with this product would not have occurred. The demand enables the
production and thus the emissions. Downstream emissions are the emissions based on a product being used
or consumed. If that product had not been sold, it would not be able to emit emissions. When the product
is sold, it enables the emissions made by the customers [14]. For a business, this was divined as upstream
emissions are the emissions caused by the creation up to that point. The downstream emissions are enabled
by this product. A more detailed explanation can be found in [13] and [14].

1.2 Case Summary

BT Global Services offers cloud services to their clients, including the Cloud Contact Cisco (CCC), which
falls under the Software as a Service (SaaS) model. CCC is a customer contact software used by the customer
service departments of BT clients. The users of this product are the employees of BT’s clients working in
call centers. BT keeps track of the maximum amount of users logged in on a half-hour basis, referred to as
concurrent users. An example of the number of concurrent users during a period of slightly less than two
months can be seen in Figure 1.1.

CCC is hosted on off-premise private cloud deployments worldwide. Different tenants use CCC differently,
resulting in different levels of efficiency. BT aims to provide insights into this usage, following the example
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1.3. Problem Definition Chapter 1. Introduction

of data center providers such as Amazon, Microsoft and Google [15–17]. These companies provide users with
a dashboard with detailed information on their carbon footprint. These carbon emission estimations of the
service are based on the GHG protocol.

There is a significant difference between the BT use case and the service provided by these three com-
panies. BT provides the user with dedicated hardware, whereas the other three provide services based on
public cloud infrastructure. The public cloud can be more efficient than the private cloud due to resource
sharing, which reduces the amount of emissions through economies of scale. This is similar to taking the
bus to produce fewer emissions instead of taking the car to work. Furthermore, it can scale up during peak
hours, which makes it more dynamic than having one computer that needs to handle all the peaks [18].

Amazon claims up to 80% reduction of emissions and Microsoft up to 93% [15, 16]. An energy comparison
in 2011 supported, in general, public cloud is more energy efficient. However, when moving high quantities
of data, it might be more energy efficient to use your own devices. This suggests public cloud is not always
more effective [19], but for each use case, one must pick the best suitable solution. Moreover, it is not always
to right financial move to make. When using the hardware for 2-3 years, private cloud is cheaper [20, 21].
This is under the assumption that there is at least 70% utilization.

Amazon, Google and Microsoft all three developed a dashboard for customers to track their emissions.
BT noticed that their clients want a similar dashboard. This was created by a third party based on the work
of Westerhof [22]. However, for this first approach the accountability was left fully to the tenant, something
this model will improve upon. This model will be explained in Section 4.1. For this research, this model will
be improved to give a more accurate estimation for private cloud emissions and help with allocating them
among multiple parties, that is, when tenants and data centers, are involved.

This will also lay the groundwork for tenants to compare their energy efficiency with each other.

1.3 Problem Definition

In 2021 Westerhof [22] introduced and developed a methodology to estimate the total carbon footprint
(TCFP) of servers. Continuing his research in 2022 [23], he further improved his model for the private
cloud. This model had some limitations, which will be addressed in this thesis. More about this model in
Chapter 4. One of the main questions from the tenants in Westerhof’s research was how efficient tenants
are in comparison with others. This will also be addressed in this research.

This leads to the following research questions:
Main research question How can different tenants of the same software service hosted in the cloud

with different usage profiles be compared to each other in terms of carbon emissions?
Different tenants have different amounts of concurrent users. Just using the total carbon footprint would
not give an accurate depiction since the tenants work on different scales. To answer this question multiple
sub-questions have to be answered first.

Research question 1 How to fairly allocate the emissions among different stakeholders?
In Westerhof’s model, all emissions were allocated to the tenants. It is more accurate to give the different
stakeholders partial responsibility. But how can this be done fairly? I.e. all stakeholders can take responsi-
bility for the part they have control over.

Research question 2 When is the software services more efficient with respect to the TCFP considering
the number of concurrent users?
Parts of the infrastructure are shared between the users. Does this mean it will decrease the total carbon
footprint per user?

Research question 3 How much difference does the location of the data centers make?
These factors can have a huge impact whether for the carbon intensity and the Power Usage Effectiveness
(PUE). Where the PUE is the total power used by the data center divided by the amount of usage by the
IT equipment.
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1.4. Thesis Structure Chapter 1. Introduction

1.4 Thesis Structure

In this first chapter, an introduction is given on the topic. Chapter 2 delves deeper into the subject by
summarizing the background and related work. Moving forward, Chapter 3 presents the case study with
BT Global Services, in which the problem statement, research methods and functional and non-functional
requirements are defined. Additionally, this chapter explains the data collection procedure and how the
model will be evaluated. In Chapter 4 Westerhof’s model will be summarized, focusing on the improvements
made to adapt it to the available data and explaining the utilization of this refined model. The details for
the model implementation, the technologies used and the output of the implemented model are described in
Chapter 5. In Chapter 6 the model is applied to six tenants of the CCC service, and the resulting findings
are presented. Chapter 7 introduces a method to compare different tenants with each other. This method
is then evaluated through a survey filled in by employees of BT and the result and implications of this are
then discussed. In Chapter 8 the thesis is summarized and the impact is discussed. The chapter will end
with future work.
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Chapter 2

Background & Related Work

The start of the Renewable Energy Directive (RED) in 2009 [24] created an incentive for research in green
energy. This is part of a broader picture where data centers are becoming more efficient and the reduction of
energy consumption is gaining importance. In this chapter, we will provide a wide overview of this research.
In Section 2.1, we will present some important definitions. The standardization efforts will be summarised
in Section 2.2. Life Cycle Analysis, which considers the entire life of a product, will be explained and
summarised in Section 2.3, as it closely relates to the problem defined in this thesis. Section 2.4 explores
energy-efficient techniques to minimize power consumption. In Section 2.5, we will explain the different ways
of estimating the carbon footprint.

2.1 Definitions

There are three important topics used throughout the literature: PUE, private and public cloud and X as a
Service.

PUE An often-used metric in the context of data centers is the Power Usage Effectiveness (PUE) and its
inverse, data center efficiency (DCE). PUE is the total power used by the data center divided by the amount
of usage by the IT equipment. The closer to 1.0, the more efficient a data center is [25]. It is defined as in
Equation 2.1.

PUE =
TotalFacilityPower

ITequipmentpower
(2.1)

The DCE is defined as in Equation 2.2.

DCE =
1

PUE
=

ITequipmentpower

TotalFacilityPower
(2.2)

PUE can be used as a way to evaluate the efficiency of a data center. Over the past few years, the PUE
of data centers has been decreasing. It is important to note that data centers are doing this voluntarily [26].

Despite the wide adoption of PUE, there has been criticism [27]. When all the servers are idling the PUE
is better than if idling servers are turned off. Thus, the use of this metric should be done with care.

Private and public cloud In this research, it is important to make a clear definition of private and public
cloud. NIST defines private cloud as something used exclusively for a single organization [28].

Private cloud can be both off-premise, also called outsourced, and on-premise. On-premise private cloud
applies to all private clouds implemented at the premise of the customer, while outsourced private cloud
where the hosting is outsourced to a hosting company. Both solutions have their positive and negative sides,
which depending on the use case [29].

Public cloud on the other hand is used by the general public [28].
In [28], they also define the different service models.
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2.2. Standardization efforts Chapter 2. Background & Related Work

X as a service Software as a Service (SaaS) is where the software is provided as a service. The client does
not manage anything, but simply uses the software. This is the focus of this thesis.

Platform as a Service (PaaS) is where a platform is provided as a service. The client gets access to a
platform to deploy their applications, but does not manage or control the underlying cloud infrastructure.

Infrastructure as a Service (IaaS) is where the infrastructure is a service and the client has control over
the operation system and applications, but has no control over the underlying cloud infrastructure. [28]

Thus, SaaS has the highest level of abstraction, while IaaS has the lowest.

2.2 Standardization efforts

Multiple standards have been proposed for the reporting of carbon footprint and its related emissions. With
the exception of the software carbon intensity (SCI), they all build on the GHG protocol. SCI calculates the
rates of carbon emissions for a software system. SCI should help developers make informed choices about
which tools, approaches, architectures and services they use in the future [30]. This is however a too detailed
method for this use case as it tries to estimate the carbon intensity per part of the software, for example an
API call. Moreover, the authors of the SCI whitepaper did not stated how to determine these values. They
do propose to normalize the data per certain unit, for example users. SCI’s goal is to eventually lead to a
greater focus on sustainability. As part of the European Green Deal, large corporations have to disclose,
among others, their sustainability [31], later more companies were also required to do the same [32]. ”This
helps investors, civil society organizations, consumers and other stakeholders to evaluate the sustainability
performance of companies, as part of the European green deal.” [32]

Extensions for the GHG protocol

Some extensions have been made to the GHG protocol. Two similar extensions are the Clean Energy Emission
Reduction (CLEER) protocol [33] and the Science Based Targets initiative (SBTi) [34]. The primary goal
of both is to reduce the emissions of businesses. CLEER gives insight into how much emission a business
can reduce by providing clean energy actions. SBTi helps corporations reduce their emissions by settings
targets.

The current usage of the GHG protocol has a problem in reporting. When IT is outsourced to the cloud,
their respective Scope 1 and 2 emissions move to Scope 3 emissions. As scope 3 emissions are voluntary to
report, they can therefore be hidden [35]. This poses a challenge in obtaining a comprehensive view of the
total emissions.

A way to make Scope 3 more insightful, is to split Scope 3 into Scope 3 and 4. Where Scope 3 contains
the entire supply chain and Scope 4 includes delivery, use and end of life [36]. Essentially splitting the
upstream and downstream emissions into different scopes. This split would give a more detailed report, but
this proposal has not seen a wide adoption yet.

Armstrong et al. [37] extended the GHG protocol to help data centers identify their emissions. Multiple
factors are identified that are important for the final calculation. Such as fixed and variable emissions1 and
the allocation steps for the layers, from data centers to users. They include all the possible emissions in their
analysis to give an in-depth estimate. They identify two different methods for obtaining these values. Top-
down and bottom-up. In the Top-down approach, the total emissions of the entire data center are calculated
first and then allocated to individual components. Bottom-up is the other way around, as it calculates the
individual parts and then combines them.

2.3 Life-Cycle Analysis

Life-Cycle Analysis (LCA) is the analysis of the environmental impact of a product, or in other words, from
’cradle to grave’ [38]. ISO defines four stages for LCA [39].

1. Goal and scope definition determines the level of detail, depth and breath & methods used.

2. Life cycle inventory analysis (LCI) is the inventory of the material or/and energy used for the product.

1More about this later
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2.3. Life-Cycle Analysis Chapter 2. Background & Related Work

3. Life cycle impact assessment translates the LCI results to the environmental impact.

4. Interpretation phase is where the results are reported and a conclusion is drawn. Based on this also
recommendations can be made.

2.3.1 Methods for Life-Cycle Inventory Analysis

An integral part of LCA is LCI. For that reason and extended research has been done in this area. LCI can
be done in many different ways. There can be three main categories [40] defined. Suh and Huppes define an
extra, often-overlooked category. Each of these has positive and negative sides. To categorize the different
works, we looked at the categorization of both [40] and [41]. The following categories can be made:

Process analysis Process analysis or bottom-up approach first defines the entire supply chain. This is
the most commonly used model [41]. This can be used to determine the footprint of the product for the
consumer.

This can be calculated in two different ways, which, if done correctly, gives the same result. Most often
used is the infinite geometric progression which is also used by Lenzen et al. [42]. The other way is the most
often overlooked method, with the use of a matrix representation [41].

Environmentally extended input-output analysis Environmentally extended input-output analysis
(EEIOA) is a methodology based on that all processes are interlinked. With the use of process analysis this
is not taken into account and gives truncated data. It is based on the Leontief model which was originally
meant for financial data and money flows [43]. Emissions can be treated similarly to monetary flows, which
makes it possible to adapt the model. This model works under the assumption that each industry consumes
and produces its output for multiple industries. This is modeled with the use of a matrix.

Hybrid analysis Hybrid analysis is a combination of the two above. In the past two decades, a lot of
research has been done in this field. However, one challenge is the lack of clear and precise terminology,
which can undermine practitioners’ confidence [40]. [40] identified four different hybrid methods and [41]
identified three different hybrid methods. Each of these hybrid models falls somewhere on a spectrum
between process analysis and EEIOA. More so, there is a debate regarding the superiority of hybrid methods
over process-based analysis. Yang et al. claim that hybrid does not necessarily produce better results than
process-based [44]. This was disputed by Pomponi and Lenzen as they disagree with the scenario used. They
argue a more realistic scenario would favor hybrid LCA [45].

2.3.2 Sharing Responsibility

Double counting refers to a situation where emissions are counted twice. For example, there exists Company
A which both consumes and produces for Company B. In the supply chain for Company A it has to count
itself, thus resulting in a double counting problem. This is a significant problem if multiple participants
want to be held responsible within the supply chain [42, 46]. Process analysis is often used to hold different
stakeholders accountable. However, hybrid LCI can be improved to address the double-counting problem [47].
Caro et al. [48] argue that when a company aims to offset its emissions, it should not allow for double-
counting. However, when providing incentives to suppliers, double counting can be allowed. When for firm
A the greatest potential for emission reduction lies within Firm B, firm A should focus its efforts on this point.
This strategy can only work if double-counting is allowed in a pro-forma fashion, creating opportunities for
joint improvement.

Apart from this study, most studies try to estimate emissions without double counting. Apart from
the emissions emitted by its own process, it can also be argued that both the producer and consumer
are responsible for the emissions. Without consumer demand, producers would not create products, and
without producers, consumers would not have products to use [42]. This line of thought leads to the concept
of upstream and downstream emissions as is done with the Scope 3 emissions as explained in Section 1.1.
However, LCA generally assumes consumer-based responsibility [49]. This can give a skewed view. An
example would be the global trade which consists of approximately 18% of the world’s emissions. Norway,
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which is a very emission-low country as a consumer, exports among other huge quantities of oil. As a
producer, they are therefore still responsible for a significant amount of emissions.

This can also be expanded in a production line with multiple producers and consumers. The product
or service at the end causes joint carbon production. Two different models were proposed to deal with this
challenge. The first model makes use of a social planner. The social planner is a third party that allocates
the emissions a company in this production line is responsible for. The second model makes use of a carbon
leader, which takes full responsibility for the emissions. The other companies then pay a certain price to the
carbon leader [48].

2.3.3 Data centers

LCA can also be used to determine the emission from a data center. A guideline was developed to determine
the LCA for a data center by Aggar et al [50]. For this, they identified the boundaries of the data center
to report, as well as the average lifetime for different equipment. Moreover, they also had to include other
significant contributions to the LCA such as the geographical area. Lastly, they also defined the different
LCA stages of a data center. By combining all these factors, it becomes possible to assess the environmental
impact of a data center [50]. Whitehead et al. [51] performed a life-cycle assessment of a UK data center.
They used a hybrid model to accurately depict the emissions. However, they did have to use proxy data and
advocated for more reliable data.

2.4 Carbon footprint minimization techniques

Research shows that on average somewhere around 10% to 50% [52–54] of servers are underutilized. Idle
servers consume up to 50% of peak power consumption [53, 55, 56], in some cases, it is even estimated to
be as high as 95% [57]. In 2015 Google reported that they have an average idleness of 30% [54]. Due to
the significant impact of server idleness, extensive research is done to optimize this. The techniques can
be split into different categories. One way to categorize it broadly is to split the techniques into hardware
and software techniques [58]. A more detailed way of categorizing is by using eight different categories:
software level, hardware level, non-technical, miscellaneous techniques, thermal management and cooling,
bio-inspired, power-aware management and VM consolidation [59]. Which gives a more in-depth view of the
different options.

In the following section, we will go over some important contributions. A more extensive survey on the
topic was done in 2018 by Gill and Buyya [60].

2.4.1 Virtual Machine Placement

A significant distinction between public and private cloud is the utilization of hardware. A big part of this
is virtual machine placement. Public cloud optimizes hardware utilization in such a way that it improves
efficiency. 2 In the following paragraphs different ways to achieve efficient utilization will be explained.

Temperature The cooling of equipment is a significant contribution to the energy usage of data centers.
At lower temperatures, the cooling equipment does not have to work as hard. The temperature distribution
in a data center can be optimized in such a way to cause a reduction in the energy consumption. This can
be done by distributing the workload. An example of this is an optimization of the weekend effect. The
weekend effect is when everybody submits jobs on Friday and expects them to be finished by Monday. On
a first come first served basis everything will be done as quickly as possible. This could also be distributed
over the entire weekend. Such optimizations can achieve a reduction of energy usage up to 60% [61].

Utilisation The proper utilization of the host is fundamental to the reduction of energy usage. As the idle
power consumption is a significant part of under-utilized servers. This can be improved by having multiple
energy states in computers [62, 63] and staggering periodic scheduled activity [63].

2This is one of the main reasons public cloud uses less energy
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The effectiveness of placement techniques, such as virtual machine scaling, to decrease energy consump-
tion highly depends on the utilization level of the host [57]. The placement of virtual machines has similarities
with the bin-packing problem, where items of different sizes need to be fitted in the least amount of bins.
Task consolidation is one approach that can increase resource utilization and therefore reduce the energy
consumption by using two parameters to determine the best fit. Lee et al. [53] proposed two methods using
this technique of which ECTC performed best with a reduction of 18%. This method incorporated static
and dynamic power usage to minimize the energy usage of one task. Moreover, a comparison of four different
bin-packing approaches for VM placement was done in 2021. Of these four EUBFD3 algorithm worked best.
EUBFD lists the VMs in ascending order of computing and servers in ascending of power consumption. This
is then matched in this order.

Another approach to reduce energy consumption is to use live migration based on the actual utilization to
place the different VMs on servers. However, doing this incorrectly can lead to performance degradation. To
address this the Server Level Agreements (SLA) have to be incorporated. SLA is an agreement between the
provider and the client about the conditions of the server. Violations of SLA should be kept at a minimum.
A model can be developed based on this to migrate virtual machines to keep hosts from under- and over-
utilization [52]. Two different heuristics can be used to minimize energy consumption. In Max-Utilisation as
many servers as possible are switched off by migrating VM’s away from underutilized hosts. Min-Utilization,
on the other hand, tries to minimize the utilization of individual hosts. With the use of both techniques, the
emissions can be reduced by up to 94%. [64].

A specific method for optimizing utilization is by reusing servers. Reusing servers is slightly different than
just optimizing utilization since they try to use the ’leftovers’. Heracles was developed based on this principle
and is used for scheduling batch jobs during periods when services, such as web search, are under-utilized.
This way server utilization could be increased to an average of 90% [54].

2.4.2 Computing with green energy

There are multiple definitions of computing with green energy. In the context of this thesis, it refers to the
use of green energy to power data centers and servers. With this definition in mind, we examined major
contributions to the field and summarized them.

There are two different ways to utilize green energy. One is to use the stranded power, or in other words
the leftover energy. The other is to compute in places with the best carbon intensity.

Follow the renewable ’Follow the renewable’ is a concept created for data centers to build closer toward
renewable sources [65]. Jobs will be scheduled in such a way that maximizes the use of green energy while
minimizing the use of brown energy, referring to polluting energy sources. This reduces emissions while it
can still have an average response time [65].

Khosravi et al. [55] proposed a method for VM placement that aimed to minimize the extra power
consumption. This way a job would emit the lowest amount of carbon emissions. This method was later
improved to include green energy. They introduced a cost function for different energy sources. On-site
green energy sources had a cost of zero and brown energy had a higher cost. This made jobs follow the green
energy resulting in an emission reduction of 60% [56].

Stranded power Chien et al. [66] proposed Zero Carbon Cloud (ZCCloud) which uses stranded power,
that is power generated by green sources which cannot be used since they are generating more power than is
currently requested. ZCCLoud proposes the establishment of data centers at the source of the green power,
resulting in zero carbon emissions from energy sources. While volatile resources may pose challenges for
batch jobs this could be an interesting use case. A further study in ZCCloud indicated it reduces cost in
comparison with traditional servers [67]. ZCCloud was improved upon to also use the ’follow the renewable’
principle, which was called CAISCO. At the moment a data center is run totally on green energy jobs are
migrated to that data center. If there is leftover green energy a ZZCloud site is started and jobs are migrated
to this site [68].

3Energy utilised Best Fit Decreasing
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2.4.3 Heat reuse

Another way to reduce emissions is to reuse the heat of data centers. Even though it is not standard
practice, multiple data centers are reusing heat [69]. A borefield can be placed between the data center and
the houses in areas around the data center. Here, the heat from data centers is supplemented to become
quality heat [69]. In optimal conditions, such as when houses are heated with this heat, it can reduce up
to 84% of the emissions. However, the best way from an economic standpoint may differ from the one that
reduces the greatest amount of emissions.

There are several challenges when reusing heat [70, 71]. The heat is low quality and has to be supple-
mented, moreover it has a high investment of cost. Additionally, reaching an agreement that benefits both
the provider and the distributor of the heat is crucial. When this can be done it is a good investment for
the data center. The environmental impact depends on multiple factors, such as utilization and which fuel
it replaces. A case study in London investigated the reuse of heat and estimated that it can save up to 4000
tonnes of CO2e and nearly 1 million pounds per year [72].

2.4.4 Green certificates

It is common for data centers to buy Renewable Energy Certificates (REC) so that their annual input of
green energy surpasses their energy needs. While this does not decrease the amount of emissions made by
the service or data center, this supports generating green energy. This results that even if a data center state
they are a ’green data center’, this might not be true. On an hourly basis, their need for energy can surpass
the amount of green energy that can be delivered. Due to this, a real net-zero emission data center is hard
to make [73].

2.4.5 Other approaches

There are also other approaches to reducing power consumption. One of them is to choose hardware for a
specific job. With this, a ’Cornucopia Corollary’ can be added to Amdahl’s law, namely ”Low utilization of
a huge, cheap resource can still deliver high, cost-effective performance” [74]. A more generalized approach
to this principle can be done with the use of LegoOS. LegoOS is a distributed OS based on disaggregated,
network-attached hardware components instead of traditional monolithic design. This can be used as building
blocks to only use the parts for the given task. Since the hardware is now more catered for the task it will
reduce the overhead of unused hardware parts, reducing the energy consumption [75].

Another approach is edge computing, that is computing closer to the source of the data. This reduces
the data sent through the network. This could lead to a reduction of 50% of emissions. Apart from this,
other techniques such as power capping, more efficient network protocol and hotspot and coldspot migration
can be used to reduce emissions [76].

2.5 Energy and Estimation Approaches

This section will focus on various ways of estimating carbon emissions in data centers. In order to estimate
the emissions, energy usage has to be estimated first. The energy usage can then be multiplied by the carbon
intensity, that is the amount of carbon emitted per unit of power usage during a given hour.

2.5.1 Energy usage

Energy usage is one of the main expenses of a data center and the main source of emissions during the
operational phase.

The energy usage estimations can be categorized in different ways. One distinction is between models
based on OS-provided input, such as utilization, and hardware-provided metrics [77]. A way to estimate the
energy consumption based on OS-provided input is to fit the energy data for a specific computer linearly
on different utilization metrics [78, 79]. Vasan et al. [63] used a model based on CPU utilization on a wide
range of data servers and achieved a mean error of less than 6% in the predicated power. While at first the
estimations based on CPU dominated the literature, memory and I/O is also an important factor in energy
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consumption [80]. A model was proposed based on I/O-intensiveness. They define it as I/O- volume in MB
divided by the time the task spends performing solely computation. The model coefficients are specific for
a machine, requiring benchmarking on a machine before using the model.

Hardware-provided metrics use either performance monitoring events (PME) or performance monitoring
counts (PMC), such as accessing cache. One challenge with PMC is the architectural knowledge needed [77].
This was partially solved by relative PMC, which reduced the architectural knowledge by simplifying the
number of parameters needed. Despite simplifying the error was still below 5% [81]. For example, PME can
be used to determine the power consumption for a specific CPU [82]. There are also some models which use
a combination of PME and PMC, which are called hybrid models.

Another categorization is by dividing the power consumption into the following categories. The first
category is additive models, where each component contributes to total power usage. The second is baseline
power + active power (BA) models, which assumes the idle state of a server already consumes a significant
amount. Then the active power is added based on the utilization of certain resources. Lastly, there are also
other models, which are all those that do not fall into the above categories.

BA models can be divided into four different models, linear regression, power function, non-linear and
polynomial. Among these models, the polynomial model was the most accurate with an error of 1.6%. It is
important to note that these models only perform well if the server has a workload that is CPU-heavy [83].

BA models can also be used in a distributed server. Lin et al. proposed a distributed energy measurement
(DEM) tool that determines the energy usage of a distributed server by using a master-slave configuration,
where each slave uses a BA model [84].

For additive models, the separate parts first need to be calculated. One model to use this method is Cloud
Jewels. They roughly attribute power to different components; compute, memory storage and networking.
These components were all multiplied by calculated constants to estimate the total KWh [85].

Network

A network consists of various different nodes which communicate with each other. When sending data from
A to B, the network can select different paths. There is a significant difference in the energy usage of different
paths. The shortest, which is assumed to be the fastest, is not always also the most energy efficient [86].

Apart from the path also the kind of transportation makes a difference. Networks can consist of dif-
ferent kinds of technologies between nodes. The most energy-efficient transportation is the use of optical
networks [87]. Despite the power consumption of network cables, the biggest part of the consumption is
switches and routers, whereas the cables only account for 1% of the total power usage [86, 87].

Multiple models have been proposed for estimating the power consumption of network devices. The
model by Mhadevan et al. proposed that the power consumption of a network depends on many different
parameters, such as the number of active ports, the line speed and various other factors [88]. Another model
estimates the power consumption based on only three parameters, the idle energy, the energy used for packet
processing and the energy used for storing and forwarding each byte of the payload [89]. While the first
model stated that the power consumption depends on port utilization, the second stated that the power
consumption is linear with the utilization [88, 89]. A technical document of the network devices used by BT,
however, showed that at 10% utilization it already consumes most of the max power consumption.

In contrast to previous models that estimate the power consumption of a single device, Aslan et al. esti-
mated the consumption of the entire network. They identified four methods to derive the energy consumption
of a network: modeling, annual electricity consumption, direct measurement and extrapolation. Moreover,
they also identified that previous studies used different scopes and time to estimate it. This contrast between
studies leads to no major variation between estimates. Also taken into account are two different kinds of
energy. The first is the energy used to transmit data, which according to Aslan et al. is the full responsibility
of the one using it. The second is the energy needed to sustain underutilized networks, which needs to be
divided into those requiring peak data capacity. To provide an up-to-date estimate they looked at the years
the estimates were made, fitted it with a linear model and observed the fact that every two years the amount
of energy was halved. Combining all these factors gives an average of 0.06 Kilowatt-hours per Gigabyte in
2018. This does not include the routes and switches inside the client’s homes [90].
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Virtual Machines

Servers are often shared between multiple virtual machines, which are all from different tenants. This
makes it important to calculate the energy consumption for one virtual machine. Bohra and Chaudhary [91]
proposed Vmeter, which is a model to estimate the power consumption of virtual machines. They took into
account CPU, cache, DRAM and disk usage. Here, CPU and cache were dependent on each other, as well
as DRAM and disk. These measurements are estimated using a linear BA approach. These workloads have
to be calculated manually for each individual application. Later it was improved to calculate these weights
automatically [92].

Kansal et al proposed Joulemeter, a similar approach [93]. A combination of CPU, memory and disk is
used to determine the energy usage. They use an additive model, where each of these components uses PMC
to a certain extent to give an estimation. The model has to be trained before giving an accurate estimation.
In their study, they used Joulmeter to estimate the server run in a Windows server hyper-V environment,
but it will work for other hypervisors as well.

Both of these models have to be trained beforehand with specific parameters. However, in cases where
limited or no data is available for training, a black box approach has been proposed. Such approaches
estimate the power consumption by estimating a lower and upper bound on low and high utilization of CPU
and memory [94].

The energy consumption can also be estimated by first defining static and dynamic power consumption.
Static power is the idle power of the machine divided by the number of VMs. The dynamic power is based
on a Look Up Table (LUT) of CPU utilization and cache misses. When a VM first enters a host it records
the data needed for the LUT [95].

Cooling

The energy consumption by cooling devices is a significant component of the overall energy usage. Cooling
techniques can be categorized into three main types: air-cooling, liquid-cooling and free-cooling. The power
consumption of cooling system differs widely per data center. A combination of these categories is used in
a data center and should be incorporated in a model. Two approaches used to estimate power consumption
are mechanism-based and data-driven methods. A mechanism-based method, which estimates the power
consumption explicitly based on a model. The data-driven method creates a black-box or grey-box model
instead. The latter is more suitable for complex processes. Both models consider the idle part as an important
factor, but with the data-driven method, this factor is less easy to predict [96].

2.5.2 Carbon Estimates

The carbon emissions can be calculated for cloud solutions at different levels of abstraction with various online
tools. One such tool is Climatiq, which developed a model to estimate the emissions emitted by different
cloud solutions. For the public cloud, they used AWS services, but it can also incorporate private emissions
and be used for LCA calculations [97]. SDIAlliance created a model called carbon footprint SSA [98]. This
model calculates the footprint of Virtual Machines based on power consumption, resource utilization and
VM schedule. This data is then used to calculate the amount of energy one VM used. This is then used to
calculate the footprint.

A tool from ThoughtWorks shows the energy usage and carbon emissions of the different public cloud
providers; AWS, Google Cloud and Microsoft Azure. This tool both includes the operational and embodied
emissions. Their operational emissions are estimated based on the Etsy cloud jewel [99].

Jetraw has developed a tool to estimate emissions of public & private cloud [100]. While they take a lot
of different parameters into consideration, they are not transparent about how the estimates are calculated.
Moreover, whatever option is chosen, their own servers are always around 10 times better. This does make
the reliability of this model lower. Kainos also created a tool to estimate emissions [101], but like Jetraw,
they do not show how they calculate the emissions exactly.
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Carbon Intensity

The carbon intensity is the amount of carbon emitted due to the used power consumption. The carbon
intensity of the grid can be calculated by first acquiring the generated energy per source and then multiplying
it by the carbon intensity of that source. Multiple parties, such as NGOs, governmental organizations or
companies who sell this data keep track of the carbon intensity of the power usage of the grid.

A collaboration between national grid ESO, EDF, University of Oxford and WWF led to the calculation
of the carbon intensity of the UK [102]. Since 2017 they recorded the hourly carbon intensity. Apart from
this they also estimate a forecast based on the weather forecast [103]. Using a bus network they take into
account how the energy flows through the system. They measure the amount of energy from each source
and multiply it by the carbon intensity for that source.

Another source of information is Electricity Maps, which is a paid open-source program. They used a
flow-based approach, where there is a producer and a consumer. This especially works well when there is
an electricity exchange between borders. For example, as a source for the Netherlands, they use https:

//energieopwek.nl/ which gives the amount of KwH generated per source [104].

2.5.3 Embodied Emissions

While not the primary focus of this research, a large part of the total emission during the lifespan of a
server is due to embodied emissions. Embodied emissions are emitted during the manufacturing phase of
the product. Depending on the study, embodied emissions are either most of the total emissions [105] or
when considering the entire data center, range between 8% and 20% of the total emissions [106].

2.5.4 Ranking and scoring services

Instead of estimating energy consumption or carbon emissions, another approach is to assign a score to the
performance of data centers and services. Garg et al. [107] proposed SMICloud a framework for comparing
and ranking cloud services, which combines various performance indicators into a single metric. The green
grid proposed the use of SERT which measures the work per unit of power [108]. They state that this works
better than using idle power as a metric. And that the use of idle power as a metric can lead to a negative
effect of which up to 35% of energy could be saved.

Steenhof et al. [109] developed a model to quantify the carbon reductions of different services, which is
based on the comparison between the energy consumption for the baseline and an improved scenario. By
subtracting these numbers, the reduction is shown. They used it for a relocation of the GeoChronos project.
A later study goes into more detail about this [110]. Here they quantified the different emission sources,
sinks and reservoirs to determine the reductions.

Apart from the services, software design can also be ranked. Even though often overlooked, it can have
a huge impact on power consumption [79]. Katal et al. note that ”If software developed is not as efficient
as the hardware technology advancements and consumes a large number of resources then overall energy
consumption still remains high defying the whole purpose of developing green data centers.” [111] The energy
consumption of software can be improved using multiple different techniques such as using containers instead
of virtual machines and load balancing.

The software design can be improved by looking at different scores, such as the Tool to Estimate Energy
Consumption [79]. Another metric was the Resource Utilization Score (RUS), which is a star-shaped metric
to rank different services which takes into account the memory, power, disk and CPU. RUS cannot be used
across classes of systems, but can be used to improve the software [112]. RUS was later improved upon and
the Software Energy Consumption (SEC) metric was proposed. This is defined as in Equation 2.3 [113].

These studies show that it is important to see energy as another resource to include in calculations.

SEC = ECwhileoperating − idleEC (2.3)
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Chapter 3

Case Study

This research is exploratory research to give an in-depth study of how to include accountability of cloud
services with different stakeholders. The use case is defined based on the guidelines presented by Runeson
and Höst [114]. In Section 3.1 the case is described in detail. Then the case problem will be discussed in
Section 3.2. The methodology employed to approach this case is described in Section 3.3. The requirements
for the model are identified in Section 3.4. The collection procedure of the data is in Section 3.5. In
Section 3.6 the procedure to be followed for data analysis is described and the data validation is reported in
Section 3.7.

3.1 Case Description

Tenants of BT are interested in the carbon footprint of the services they utilized and how energy efficient
they are in comparison with other tenants. As explained in the introduction the focus of this work is on
the CCC call service. BT’s objective is to calculate the total carbon footprint and present it to the tenants.
To achieve this, it is crucial to rely on precise calculations based on trustworthy sources. Additionally, the
research of Westerhof showed that the tenants were interested in assessing their performance in comparison
with each other as well as identifying ways they could reduce their carbon emissions.

The CCC service is hosted in third-party data centers, marking the combined entity of BT and the data
center provider responsible for its operation. BT provides its own clients, referred to from now on as tenants,
the CCC system for answering calls in their call centers. These call centers are staffed by employees who use
the CCC software, which are referred to from now on as users. The users handle the incoming phone calls
and each time they answer the phone it is called a contact. These contacts are out of the scope of this model
as will be explained in Section 4.2.3. For the users, the log-in and log-out times are recorded and after some
time it will be converted to the maximum number of users per half hour, called the concurrent users.

CCC is developed by Cisco. Apart from this Cisco also provides the hardware that is needed for this
software. The hardware is owned by BT. Currently, there is a movement to transition the entire service to
Cisco. This entails that Cisco will be the owner of the hardware. BT can then rent the software for their
clients. This service is hosted in the private cloud of Cisco. Cisco can provide us with some data in order to
make a comparison.

3.2 Problem Definition

It is important for BT’s tenants that the carbon footprint is calculated as accurately as possible. Since the
tenants want to report their scopes as accurately as possible. However, since there are multiple tenants
involved it is not fair to fully make one tenant fully responsible. The distribution to different stakeholders
has to be done in such a way that their reported emissions for the GHG protocol are correct.

Providing a framework to address this issue will be the primary focus of this thesis. As a significant portion
of the equipment is shared to a certain extent, it is necessary to differentiate the emissions attributed to
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each tenant. In order to provide a more accurate perspective and by making stakeholders responsible for the
entire service, while not placing the full responsibility on their shoulders.

Another challenge lies in obtaining the data. Cisco is the owner of the private cloud and holds the
required data. Since this is a third party, receiving the data can be a little bit more troublesome. Cisco only
host it fully for one tenant. BT owns the hardware for the other tenants, which makes more data available.
However, as this is a pilot study a lot of the infrastructure needed to collect the necessary data is not in
place in the Cisco private cloud model. The main example would be the network equipment as the power
consumption is not recorded at this point. Lastly, due to the way the concurrent users were recorded, only
the maximum per half hour was available.

Another challenge arises from the comparison of different tenants. The infrastructure for the tenants
can differ widely as they have different requirements. In particular, there are three different requirements
each tenant can have differently. First, they have a different maximum amount of concurrent users and the
service should be able to handle this. Second, the infrastructure is adapted to different degrees to adapt to
the tenant’s wishes. The third requirement is the different usage profiles. While some tenants open their
call centers for a specific country or region, others serve the entire world. To ensure a fair comparison, it is
necessary to normalize the data.

3.3 Method

To study this case, we will begin by reviewing the model proposed by Westerhof. Then based on the literature
this model is to be improved in close cooperation with BT. The model will have to include a better way to
share responsibility between the stakeholders. On top of this, a metric will have to be designed to compare
different tenants. Once this is completed, the model will be applied to different tenants to verify the results.
Furthermore, a survey will be distributed among different stakeholders to assess how intuitive the metrics
are.

3.4 Requirements

One of the major deliverables at the end of the project will be the model to estimate the carbon footprint.
The following requirements were made based on studying the case, talking to different stakeholders, and
taking into account the literature, including the research done by Westerhof.

Functional requirements

• The model must compute the carbon footprint per concurrent user.

• The model must include a way to calculate Scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions.

• Include a way to compare different tenants

Non-functional requirements

• The model must be fair.

• The estimates from the model should be grounded in the literature.

• The model has to be transparent.

• A guidance for policy implementation for allocating the emissions among stakeholders should be pro-
vided.

1717



3.5. Data collection procedures Chapter 3. Case Study

3.5 Data collection procedures

The data will be collected by BT and Cisco. As per the definition of Runeson and Höst, the data collected
indirectly without direct involvement is referred to as second-degree data. For data from BT Cloud, we
will receive the data directly from BT in the form of comma-delimited CSV files and logs. The data will
be collected for one tenant, which is denoted by the letter M, which will be used to develop the model.
Moreover, the data for six more tenants, denoted by the letters A-F, on the basis of their different sizes and
usage footprint will be collected for comparison and validation purpose. The tenants are identified by single
letters to ensure confidentiality.

3.6 Analysis procedure

The results are analyzed quantitatively to determine if the collected data can be interpreted and estimated
based on a correlation. The model from Westherof is adapted and used. To find correlations and other
relations the data was plotted in various ways. After this, a metric was developed in order to compare
different tenants. Two ways were used to analyze it. The regression was checked with the root mean squared
error. This classified how good the regression was. To determine how well it is understood the metric was
explained in a document and sent together with a survey.

There was the possibility for abnormalities in the data. BT stated that there is a linear relationship
between the concurrent users and the server’s energy consumption with two possible exceptions. One event
is the clear cache command, which is performed once a year, requiring every user to reload the entire cache,
which causes a massive spike. There could also be a random peak in calls. Which would happen only during
rare events. It was checked whether these events happened during the time the data was collected, none of
these events happened during this time period.

3.7 Validity procedure

Two things are developed in this thesis. A way to estimate the TCFP and a method of comparing different
tenants. Validating the model improvements is out of the scope of this work. Currently, there is no realistic
way of doing so, due to the lack of data and other models. We, therefore, rely on correctness by construction.
In order to validate if the method to compare different tenants is useful a survey is sent to the employees of
BT. They will receive an email with the survey along with an explanation of the different types of scores. In
this survey, three different ways of comparing tenants will be discussed. The survey consists of four groups
of questions: personal, control, usefulness and overall. The personal group of questions has four questions,
their name, email in case the author needed additional information, the company they represent and their
role in the company. The second group is the control questions. For each of the three metrics, a hypothetical
situation is created where they score differently based on one of the three metrics. Then the respondents
will be asked which one is better. This way it can be checked if the respondents fully understood each of
the metrics. The third group asks which of the three is most useful. This consists of asking which metric
they feel is most appropriate for comparing and why they have chosen this metric. And two Likert scales
are added to see how clear and useful it is. The last group is the overall questions. Here they get all the
scores and are asked with a Likert scale whether it makes it easier to compare different tenants. There is
also one field added for any comments or feedback not explicitly asked for.
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Chapter 4

Model

After reviewing different models for estimating the carbon footprint of services, it was decided to use West-
erhof as a starting point.

In the following chapter, we will first look at the model proposed by Westerhof [23]. Then we will address
the shortcomings of this model, and we will propose an extension and improvement.

4.1 Westerhof model

Westerhof’s model is based on the GHG protocol and calculates the Total Carbon Footprint (TCFP) as
defined in Equation 4.1 [23]. In his work, Westerhof calculated the TCFP per tenant. This also extends
to the different scopes. This means all the scopes are already calculated for the specific tenant or can be
converted using Equation 4.3. All energy measurements are done in Watt-hours and emissions are done in
grams.

TCFP = Scope1 + Scope2 + Scope3 (4.1)

4.1.1 Responsibility

Westerhof used the method proposed by Lenzen and Murray [14] to share responsibility and avoid double
counting. This is important for calculating global carbon emissions. This method uses a percentage share,
where a certain percentage x is assigned to the cloud service provider and 1−x to the tenant. In the case of
multiple tenants, it will be split accordingly as seen in Equation 4.2. The multitenancy share is based on the
estimated Scope 2 energy consumption, expressed as the percentage of energy consumption that the tenant
uses of the total energy consumption of the data center. The value is then used in Equation 4.3. Where
Lshare is the share attributed to the tenant. Westerhof attributed everything to the tenant, thus Lshare is
100%.

multitenancyshare =
Tenantscope2
DCscope2

(4.2)

r = multitenancyshare ∗ Lshare (4.3)

4.1.2 Scopes

Each scope used in Equation 4.1 can be broken down.
Scope 1 emissions are all devices that directly cause emissions, such as backup generators. Most data

centers have these for when power is out. It is defined in Equation 4.4. Where Fdevice is the amount of fuel
consumed and cdevice is the carbon intensity of the device.

Scope1 =
∑

device∈devices

(Fdevice ∗ cdevice ∗ r) (4.4)
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In the case of BT, they do not have any of these devices except for the backup generators, which are
negligible. Therefore the Scope 1 emissions are zero. Moreover, since this also produces energy, which is
counted for Scope 2 emissions this can lead to double counting. When this model is used for a data center
for which there are Scope 1 emissions this is something to look out for. Scope 2 includes all emissions caused
by energy use and is defined in Equation 4.5.

Scope2 =
∑

DC∈DCs

((EDCserver + EDCnetwork
+ EDCcooling

+ EDCmisc) ∗ cDC ∗ Lshare) (4.5)

Where DC is each data center the tenant is hosted on. EDCserver
is the energy consumed by the server.

EDCnetwork
denotes the energy consumed by the network. EDCcooling

represents the energy consumed by the
cooling system. EDCmisc is the miscellaneous energy consumed. Additionally, cDC is the carbon intensity of
the data center.

Scope 3 takes into account the amount of energy the data centers Scope 3 is generating and multiplying
it with the responsibility share. This can be found in Equation 4.6.

Scope3 = Scope3DC ∗ r (4.6)

Where Scope3DC is the Scope 3 emissions for the entire data center.

4.1.3 Scope 2

The energy consumption of the server is estimated using the Bohra and Chaudhary model. And is defined
as in Equation 4.7 [91].

Eserver = c0 + c1PCPU + c2Pcache + c3PDRAM + c4Pdisk (4.7)

Where c0 gives the energy consumption when the computer is in idle mode. The parameters c1, c2, c3,
c4 are the weights for PCPU , Pcache, PDRAM , Pdisk respectively. CPU CLK UNHALTED is used for PCPU .
The INSTRUCTION CACHE FETCHES and DATA CACHE FETCHES are used for Pcache, PDRAM uses
DRAM ACCESSES. Lastly, Pdisk uses the number of bytes read and written to the disk.

To get these parameters a linear regression model is used in the same format as Equation 4.7.
EDCnetwork

is the average amount of energy used per byte times the number of bytes sent over the network.
The amount of energy used is 0.06 kWh per GB [90]. From this follows the Equation 4.8.

EDCnetwork
= 6 ∗ 10−8 ∗ (bytes send+ bytes received) (4.8)

Westerhof defined EDCcooling
as Equation 4.9.

EDCcooling
=

∑
dev∈cooling devs

dev ∗multitenancy share (4.9)

And similarly, EDCmisc
is defined as in Equation 4.10. The change here is that there might be a change

in that a device is directly affecting only the hardware used by the tenant.

EDCmisc
=

∑
dev∈misc devs


dev.power ∗ dev.carbon intensity, if dev is a directly

attributable emission source

dev.power ∗ dev.carbon intensity ∗multitenancy share, otherwise

(4.10)

4.1.4 Net emissions

We now have the total amount of carbon emitted. However, data centers use practices to offset the carbon
footprint. The TCFP can be calculated by subtracting the offset methods from the gross emissions. The
calculation can be seen in Equation 4.11.

TCFPnet =
∑

DC∈DCs

(TCFPDC − EDCgreen
∗ cDC −RECDC ∗ r) (4.11)
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4.2 The improved model

Westerhof’s model has multiple shortcomings. The model uses data that is not generally available, such as
the information for Emisc. Moreover, there is also a circular dependency in his calculations. These will be
addressed in the proposed model.

In addition, it is hard to divide accountability among different stakeholders, and a solution for this will
be proposed.

4.2.1 Updating the model

Firstly, the model had to be updated in order to work with available data and address its other shortcomings.
One of the shortcomings is in the original model the multitenancy share is calculated in such a way that

there is a circular dependency. The multitenancy share is calculated with the use of the Scope 2 emissions
(Equation 4.2). Scope 2 emissions are based on the energy consumption for cooling (Equation 4.5), which
in turn uses the multitenancy share again (Equation 4.9).

This model will work in the absence of data for the cooling and the miscellaneous devices, but when
the PUE is available. This is most often available and is also our use case. The model assumes that the
combined power of the server and network is equal to the total energy consumption by IT equipment. This
gives Equation 4.121.

EDCcooling total
= (PUEDC − 1) ∗ (EDCserver

+ EDCnetwork
) (4.12)

Now EDCcooling total
and EDCmisc

are combined into one parameter. Equation 4.12 can then also be used
in order to update Equation 4.2 to Equation 4.13.

multitenancyshare =
EDCserver

+ EDCnetwork
+ EDCcooling total

DCscope2
(4.13)

Substituting EDCcooling total
in Equation 4.13 gives Equation 4.14.

multitenancyshare =
EDCserver+EDCnetwork

+(PUEDC−1)∗(EDCserver+EDCnetwork
)

DCscope2

=
PUEDC∗(EDCserver+EDCnetwork

)

DCscope2

(4.14)

4.2.2 Sharing responsibility between the tenant and data center provider

In order to separate the policy from the model calculation the equations will become more parameterised.
This enables to more accurately hold stakeholders responsible for the part they are responsible for. Resulting
in a more fair distribution between the different stakeholders. We divide Equation 4.1 into two different
sections. The static power consumption Estatic and the dynamic power consumption Edynamic. In order to
assign responsibility, we define the parameter γ for the percentage of energy that a tenant is responsible for
Estatic and ζ for Edynamic. These parameters are on a scale from 0-1. A value of zero defines no responsibility
and one defines full responsibility.

These parameters now replace Lshare in Scope 2. The attribution is now split into static and dynamic
power. This changes Equation 4.5 to Equation 4.15.

Scope2 =
∑

DC∈DCs

((EDCserver
+ EDCnetwork

+ EDCcooling
) ∗ cDC) (4.15)

Lshare cannot be expressed solely in terms of γ and ζ in a straightforward manner. It also depends on
other parameters later explained in this section and these parameters sometimes change on an hourly basis.
More about the combination of the energy consumption of EDCcooling

and EDCmisc
below. However, we still

need Lshare for Scope 1 and Scope 3 emissions. For that reason, this parameter is still important.

1Technically the cooling devices now also include lighting and other stuff like this. But the major part will be the cooling
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Server The determination of the static part of EDCserver is straightforward. As the estimation already has
an idle ( Estatic) and Edynamic part. This is calculated using the same model as Westerhof as in Equation 4.7.
For clarity’s sake we rename c0 to EDCserver static

. However, since in this use case, EDCserver
is already known

since it is tracked by the server itself, this does not need to be estimated. Nevertheless, the model is still
used to determine the static and dynamic parts. In order to estimate EDCserver static

, the model is fitted
with the data of the server. Then the EDCserver static

is subtracted from the hourly power consumption to
get the dynamic power consumption of the servers. This leads to Equation 4.16.

EDCserver
= γ ∗ EDCserver static

+ ζ ∗ (EDCserver total
− EDCserver static

) (4.16)

Network It would improve the model if all energy consumption parts could be split into dynamic and
static parts. In the model used by Westerhof EDCnetwork

is not divided into a static and dynamic part of
the power consumption. For that reason, we redefine the network component. The formula can be seen in
Equation 4.17.

EDCnetwork
= γ ∗ EDCnetwork static

+ ζ ∗ EDCnetwork dynamic
(4.17)

In not all use cases the static and dynamic parts can be estimated. Then the following methodology is
proposed. First, the total energy consumption is calculated using a constant amount of kWh per GB. This
is done in Equation 4.8 and from now on this value is called EDCnetwork total

. This value is then used to
calculate Equation 4.18.

EDCnetwork
= γ ∗ µ ∗ EDCnetwork total

+ ζ ∗ (1− µ) ∗ EDCnetwork total
(4.18)

µ is the percentage of static power consumption. To calculate this value we look at the study from
Mahadevan et al. in which they rate network equipment [88]. This is a study from 2009, so the values might
be changed a bit, but despite this, it does improve accuracy, since at least some division can be made. They
look at different network devices and look at their power consumption. The idle power is determined by
plugging in no cables. The maximum measured power is the power consumption when all network cables
are connected. The rated max power is the max power consumption reported by the device manufacturer.
We choose to use the idle power and measured max power to determine µ, as this is the same way as was
done in [88]. We take the average over all these types of network devices except for wireless access points
(WAP). Based on the assumption that data centers will not use the WAPs. In this study, the percentage of
idle energy against the max measured energy lies, depending on the network device, between 0.75 and 0.91
with an average of 0.81.

This gives an µ of 0.81. To validate this number, we look at the catalyst 9300 series from Cisco. The
specification in Table 22 in their documentation2 reports similar values. Thus we conclude that even though
µ is an estimate on average for all network equipment in 2013, this value is still applicable today.

However, this is just for the network devices themselves and not the power used for the network cables.
Baker et al. [86] shows the components used to send the data. In their paper, they show the power con-
sumption per component for the shortest path. Network cables only account for 1% of the total energy
consumption and thus can be removed from the calculation.

Cooling & Miscellaneous devices Like the calculation for the network, we now also adapt EDCcooling total

to include a static and dynamic part. This results in the Equation 4.19

EDCcooling
= γ ∗ ν ∗ EDCcooling total

+ ζ ∗ (1− ν) ∗ EDCcooling total
(4.19)

We now have to determine ν. If for a data center, there is more information ν can be changed to reflect
this. For now, we will give an average. ν is determined by two different parts. Firstly, the cooling devices
have an idle consumption which is, due to the differences in cooling devices, difficult to determine exactly.
Secondly, idle servers and network devices have to be cooled. This cost a certain amount of power. Due to

2https://www.cisco.com/c/en/us/products/collateral/switches/catalyst-9300-series-switches/

nb-06-cat9300-ser-data-sheet-cte-en.html#Specifications
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calculation Equation 4.17 and Equation 4.16 we know for any given hour the division between static and
dynamic power. Therefore, ν can be calculated as stated in Equation 4.20

ν =
EDCserver static + µ ∗ EDCnetwork total

EDCserver
+ EDCnetwork total

(4.20)

4.2.3 Concurrent users

Currently, the model described above gives a good indication of a single data center. However, we also want
to compare it to different data centers with different structures. Thus, it needs to be normalized since the
usage of the system and the workload can vary widely.

There are multiple options on how it can be normalized. It can be done on a per-tenant basis, which is
what Westerhof does [23]. The workload from different tenants can, however, vary widely. Which makes it
difficult to compare different tenants. For that reason, we need a more fine-grained method.

The most fine-grained method is using the number of contacts. However, for different use cases, the
workload can also vary a lot as the time needed for contacts varies a lot.

Then we have the number of concurrent users. We know that the stress they put on the service is linear
with the number of concurrent users. For that reason, it is divided by the number of concurrent users per
hour.

However, there are multiple ways of measuring the number of concurrent users. A standard way of
measuring is with minimum and maximum values. These give certain problems. For the minimum, if in a
given hour 10 users log in, but in the middle of this hour, there may be one minute where only one person
is logged in, resulting in a warped view. For the maximum, it is the other way around. If 10 people log in 5
minutes before the end of the hour, the maximum is higher than the actual use and gives a higher usage than
desirable. This leaves the average. This does need a good method of averaging. Just using the minimum and
maximum values and diving it by two does not give the true average. We got the timestamps when people
log in and out, this means we can get the total number of minutes people are logged in during a given hour.
Dividing this by 60 gives the Concurrent User Equivalent (CUE) of concurrent users during that hour. This
is formulated for a given hour h in Equation 4.21.

CUE =
1

60
∗

∑
cu∈concurrent users

(#minutes in h for cu) (4.21)

This value can then be used to normalize the TCFP for a given hour. So the TCFP per concurrent user
for a given hour is Equation 4.22. The TCFPCU can then be used to compare how efficient the different
tenants are. This will be further explained in Chapter 7.

TCFPCU =
TCFP

CUE
(4.22)

4.2.4 Carbon intensity

Westerhof’s model used a constant as carbon intensity in order to translate power consumption to their
carbon footprint. In order to improve this we use hourly carbon intensity data. For this research was chosen
to use the data freely available at https://carbonintensity.org.uk/, which provides the carbon intensity
for the London data centers. For the purposes of this pilot study, only one source was chosen. More data
can be found at https://app.electricitymaps.com/map, but this is outside the scope of this thesis.

4.3 Policy

Determining the division of emissions between stakeholders can be challenging, as there are different per-
spectives on sharing responsibility. One extreme attributes everything to the tenant, while the other extreme
attributes everything to the provider. The question of which party is responsible and for which percentage
is not a straightforward task. To address this, we create a range of responsibility by defining a lower and
upper bound. Where the lower bound is the minimum part the stakeholder is responsible for, and the upper
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bound is the maximum part for which the stakeholder is responsible for. This can make multiple stakeholders
responsible without double counting. Due to the flexibility of the formulas, we can now differentiate between
the Estatic and Edynamic power consumption. We can also assign a different share for Scope 3 emissions.
These can also have a lower and upper bound, but for clarity’s sake, it will have its own paragraph.

Lower bound To calculate the lower bound, we have to define ζ, γ and LSHARE. One possibility is to set
both ζ and γ to 0. Here, the tenant takes no responsibility and here the full responsibility lies with the data
center. This gives a free card to the tenant, which means they will care less about reducing carbon emissions.
This will ensure that the data centers want to reduce carbon emissions since they are fully responsible.

However, when part of the emissions is the responsibility of the tenant, the data centers would also want
to reduce this part since it could be a selling point.

The emissions caused by Estatic are not under the direct control of the tenant, which should be reflected
in the value of γ.

The emissions caused by Edynamic are something the tenant has control over. They have direct control
over the resources used. This should be incorporated into the decision about ζ.

Upper bound For the upper bound, it depends on the structure of the hardware used. ζ, γ and LShare
must be at least the same value as used in the lower bound.

For Edynamic it follows the same line of thought as for the lower bound.
Estatic is harder to determine. There are multiple schools of thought. The first is that the tenant is not

responsible for the hardware used by the data center. Since this is already the lower bound. The second
is that they are both equally responsible for it. The tenant will try to get the data center with the lowest
footprint and due to this split the static part is still taken into consideration. The data center also takes
responsibility. This will ensure that they will purchase hardware and schedule while taking the emissions
into account. The last one is that the tenant is fully responsible for the emissions. This could lead to a
tenant choosing another data center. The data center however is not responsible in his scenario, and for
their sustainability report, they do not have to report any emissions. This would give a warped viewpoint.

Multitenancy Share & LShare For the multitenancy share, there are also multiple schools of thought.
This section will focus on using this for the Scope 3 emissions. Here, multiple philosophies can be used as a
foundation.

There are two philosophies for LShare. One is they are not responsible. So LShare is 0.
Another is by dividing the share between the tenant and the data center. Where like the static part of

the upper bound multiple values can be used. These follow a similar pattern.
In Equation 4.3 r is calculated by multiplying the multitenancy share by LShare. Since LShare is now

non-zero, the multitenancy share also has to be defined.
For the multitenancy share, there are also two different options. One takes the share of the actual use.

For example, you have 5 concurrent users during a given interval, and in total 15 concurrent users are giving
a contribution to the Scope 3 emissions. Your multitenancy share would be 0.33.

The other takes the share of the maximum use. If you have a system that at a maximum could handle
100 concurrent users, and in total the system could handle 150. You have a multitenancy share of 0.66.

The last one is more accurate and is highly desirable. However, this data is also harder to come by. The
maximum capacity needed for the tenant’s service is known by the tenant. The maximum capacity of the
other tenants is unknown.

For this reason, the first policy is used. We take the average consumption per month for the data center
and the total monthly consumption of energy consumption. Dividing these as per Equation 4.13 will give
this result.

Now with this multitenancy share, the total amount of emissions caused by using their service is calcu-
lated. Then with LShare, the amount responsible has to be determined.

The energy consumption for which the tenant is responsible is somewhere between the given upper and
lower bound. This depends on the agreements between the tenant and the data center. For the data center,
it is the inverse. However in the case of BT and Cisco: Cisco is the data center provider and BT is a
middleman. In the formulas above, these together are seen as the data center provider. The two should
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come to an agreement to fairly distribute the emissions between them. This is outside the scope of this
thesis.

4.3.1 Converging to Westerhof model

This model is also backward compatible with Westerhof’s model. Westerhof’s model only has one value
instead of a lower and upper bound. So the upper and lower bounds have to be equal to also get one value.

To show how to converge the parameters, we will use the cooling part in Equation 4.19. However, this
is equal for all individual parts. We do assume that, for example, the value of EDCcooling total

is the same
as in Westerhof’s model. γ and ζ are used instead of LShare. If we take γ = ζ = LShare we can rewrite
Equation 4.19 as in Equation 4.23.

EDCcooling
= LShare ∗ ν ∗ EDCcooling total

+ LShare ∗ (1− ν) ∗ EDCcooling total

= LShare ∗ (ν ∗ EDCcooling total
+ (1− ν) ∗ EDCcooling total

)
= LShare ∗ ((ν + 1− ν) ∗ EDCcooling total

)
= LShare ∗ EDCcooling total

(4.23)

Equation 4.23 shows that the value of ν, and with the same logic, also µ does not matter. As long as
γ = ζ = LShare.

This shows that the Westerhof model is equal to the upper bound of this model. So in theory this model
will allocate less to the tenant and will also hold the data center accountable.

4.3.2 BT Use Case

Lower bound For the lower bound, for the rest of this work we presume that the Edynamic emissions are
fully the responsibility of the tenant. If they did not do anything, that energy would not be used. For that
reason, we propose that ζ should be 1. The tenant can argue they can do nothing about how inefficient a
data center is allocating its servers. So γ should then be 0.

Upper bound For the upper bound it depends on the structure of the used hardware. Edynamic still has
a ζ of 1 for the reason described above. For Estatic we choose a γ of 0.5. Since the tenant has no full control
over the allocation of resources. However, if we would remove this from our equation comparing different
data centers would not go well. This makes sure that for the tenant a fair comparison can be made while
still laying part of the responsibility by the data center.
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Chapter 5

Implementation

As discussed in Chapter 3, BT has specific requirements and access to limited data. Once the model was
designed it was then fitted for the BT case. Section 5.1 will outline the changes to adapt the model for
BT. Subsequently, Section 5.2 will provide a brief explanation for the implementation. The data used in the
model first had to be pre-processed. The steps to do this are addressed in Section 5.3. Lastly in Section 5.4
we will examine the output of the model for six tenants.

5.1 Model implementation

In addition to the policy explained in the previous chapter the model itself was adjusted to the available
data. At its core, it remains the same model, but specific modifications were made, particularly at the
network part, to better suit the data.

5.1.1 Carbon Intensity

The carbon intensity from the UK is available for free download from carbonintensity.org.uk/. This is
categorized by different locations and one of them is London. Since multiple tenants use the data centers
located here, these values were used. Figure 5.1 illustrates the carbon intensity fluctuations observed over a
two-month period, indicating no clear visible pattern.

Although not 100% accurate, the data from London was also used for the Netherlands to serve as a
proof of concept. To highlight the inaccuracy, maps provided by Electricity Maps 1 show the daily usage
for the past month for both the Netherlands and Great Britain. These graphs 2 are shown in Figure 5.2.
The comparison shows a minimal correlation between the two, with the Netherlands having a higher carbon
intensity in general. This must be acknowledged as a flaw in the data rather than the model itself.

5.1.2 Concurrent Users

BT records the login and logout times for each user. This is just saved for a couple of days. After a couple
of days, this is summarized in the maximum amount of users per half hour. Since this model works on an
hourly basis the maximum per hour is taken and then used for this algorithm. The concurrent users on an
hourly basis can be seen in Figure 5.3.

The figure illustrates very clearly the different days as well as the weekends. Every day there is a peak
at around 12 o clock, while there is a valley at midnight. This pattern thus follows a 24-hour cycle. On top
of this, there is also a 7-day cycle where the weekends have consistently fewer users logged in.

1https://app.electricitymaps.com/map
2These graphs are a screenshot from the website
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Figure 5.1: Carbon Intensity of London during a 2 month period

(a) Carbon Intensity of Great Britain (b) Carbon Intensity of the Netherlands

Figure 5.2: Carbon Intensity during between 9 April and 9 May

Figure 5.3: Max users per hour

2727



5.1. Model implementation Chapter 5. Implementation

Figure 5.4: Watt usage of a server recorded once every minute

5.1.3 eServer - power consumption

Each server can provide power consumption data per minute through its BIOS. The BIOS only saves this for a
week, making it impractical to retrieve the data manually. Instead, we used the data from an administrative
dashboard which gets a value once every hour. This does introduce some inaccuracies. The dashboard
retrieves the watt usage at a moment during the hour and considers it representative of the entire hour. An
example of the data for a random hour can be seen in Figure 5.4.

For this particular hour, the following metrics apply: Avg: 304 watts, min: 283 watts, max:323 watts.
Calculating the error for this hour gives an inaccuracy of 20 or around 7%.

The model was developed based on the monthly data for the M case. To compare the six other tenants
only a week’s worth of data was used. This could be provided via the BIOS, therefore leaving this particular
aspect to be only relevant to the M case.

5.1.4 eServer - static part

In theory, we also aim to determine the static energy consumption of the server using multiple parameters
such as RAM, disk usage, CPU and memory. However, the hard disk always rotates due to the selected
configuration for it, resulting in a constant value. Apart from this the docker containers always reserve the
same amount of memory, resulting in a constant value as well. This leaves only CPU usage as a variable
factor, which was then used to determine the static server energy consumption.

Due to the consistent nature of the CPU usage for the server, the data was very hard to interpolate. For
that reason, another server, from tenant F, was chosen which had a bit more variant data. This server is of
the same type, thus will provide accurate results. Based on this server the static part was determined to be
217 watts.

After we did this we cross-verified these values with the data specified in the specifications. BT uses two
kinds of servers, M4 and M5. According to the specifications, the idle power for M4 is 238.4 watts and for
M5 it is 205.6 watts.

Given the significant difference between the two different types, the TCFP is calculated with distinct
values for the idle power. As per Equation 4.16 this only changes the amount of static power and not the
total power usage.
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5.1.5 eNetwork

In the model’s core, the static and dynamic part of the power is split up. This stays the same, only the
way the static and dynamic part is calculated changes. We determine the ’true maximum’ by taking the
median of the maximum power usage per day, denoted as Enetwork max. Similarly, the minimum power
usage, denoted as Enetwork min, is calculated. The static part of the network was obtained by multiplying
Enetwork max times µ. To determine the dynamic part, we calculated an hourly µt. Where t represents the
specific time for which it is calculated. Enetwork t denotes the network power usage at time t. However,
since we took the mean there were times when the actual maximum power exceeded the ’true maximum’. To
address this, µ was capped at 0.81, ensuring it does not go below 0.81. Any value lower than 0.81, defaults
to 0.81. This can be seen in Equation 5.1.

µt = max(1− (1− µ) ∗ Enetwork t − Enetwork min

Enetwork max
, µ) (5.1)

BT’s infrastructure includes a backup router, which remains idle until a fault occurs in the original router.
The original router is replaced as soon as possible, once a fault is detected. The idle router is included in
the static part of the electricity consumption.

Furthermore, BT’s infrastructure has the tenants share a single set of routers, meaning they share respon-
sibility. For simplicity’s sake, we assume that all tenants have an equal utilization of the router. Therefore
the power usage is spread evenly along these servers.

5.1.6 Scope 1 and Scope 3 emissions

Scope 1 emissions only entail the backup generators. These are only turned on when there is a power outage.
This has not occurred during the time that the data was collected. For that reason, Scope 1 emissions were
set to 0.

Determining the Scope 3 emissions is a challenging task and the data center could give a definitive answer.
For that reason, it was determined to set LSHARE to 0. The methodology was kept in the thesis, despite
not including it when comparing different tenants, as it shows where the Scope 3 emissions should be put
once it has been calculated.

5.2 Technologies

The implementation was done in Python using Pandas. The CSV files were directly read into the pandas
and the calculations were performed on those dataframes.

The software is split into different scopes. The main chunk of calculations is the Scope 2 emissions, which
is further divided into multiple sections. First, the static and dynamic parts for the server, network, and
cooling parts are calculated. Then, these values are multiplied by the carbon intensity during that time.

The software can be found on GitHub 3.

5.3 Pre-Processing

Before using the data for the model some pre-processing steps were carried out.
In the case of certain servers, the energy reported was in watt usage per minute. To standardize the

data, it was converted to kilowatt-hours. This algorithm had a couple of simple steps:

• The time difference in seconds between the timestamp of the reported value and the next value was
calculated.

• This time difference was converted to hours instead of seconds.

• The watt usage was multiplied by the duration.

3https://github.com/RUGAlbert/PrivateAndPublicCloudEstimator
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• Lastly this was re-sampled to get the hourly KWh value.

This was not the only data that required pre-processing.
The calculation of the number of concurrent users in a given hour was necessary. Although, this model

incorporates a way to give a ’true average’, this was not needed due to limitations in the received data. It
is still left in the thesis so it can be used in future work.

The carbon intensity also needed some preprocessing. The data made available by www.carbonintensity.
org.uk can only be downloaded per 14-day period. This was done for a 2-month period and combined in
a single file. It is important to note that the carbon intensity is measured in grams of CO2 equivalent per
kilowatt-hour, while the application uses watt-hours. Thus a conversion has to be required. An API could
be used in the future in order to automate it and create a live dashboard.

The last preprocessing step is necessary because the tenants have data coming from different time zones.
The network and computer data are in UTC, while the concurrent users are in their respective timezone.
To ensure consistency, all the data is normalized to UTC.

5.4 Output

As output, the model implementation generates a different CSV file for each server and one CSV file for
the total consumption. In total, there are 17 different columns that can be grouped into three different
categories. One of these columns is the time, which for clarity’s sake is included in each of the groups. The
three groups are: energy consumption, emissions and emissions per concurrent user. For clarity, we split this
into a table for each group. In each CSV file the following columns are included:

• time: The timestamp of that moment

• scope2E: The total scope 2 energy consumption

• eServerStatic: the static part of the server energy consumption

• eServerDynamic: the dynamic part of the server energy consumption

• eNetworkStatic: the static part of the network energy consumption

• eNetworkDynamic: the dynamic part of the network energy consumption

• eCoolingStatic: the static part of the cooling energy consumption

• eCoolingDynamic: the dynamic part of the cooling energy consumption

• scope1: the Scope 1 emissions

• scope2Lower: the lower bound of Scope 2 emissions based on the policy

• scope2Upper: the upper bound of Scope 2 emissions based on the policy

• scope3: the Scope 3 emissions.

• TCFPLower: the lower bound of the total carbon footprint

• TCFPUpper: the upper bound of the total carbon footprint

• ci: the carbon intensity during that hour

• maxUsers: the amount of max users

• TCFPLowerPerUser: the lower bound of the total carbon footprint per user

• TCFPUpperPerUser: the upper bound of the total carbon footprint per user

• scope2EPerUser: the scope 2 energy consumption per user
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time scope2E eServer
Static

eServer
Dynamic

eNetwork
Static

eNetwork
Dynamic

eCooling
Static

eCooling
Dynamic

01/03/2023 01:00 2065.73 953.6 222.4 561.78 0.0 286.56 41.39
01/03/2023 02:00 2028.34 953.6 190.4 561.78 0.0 286.56 36.0
01/03/2023 03:00 2047.03 953.6 206.4 561.78 0.0 286.56 38.69
01/03/2023 04:00 2018.74 953.6 182.4 561.78 0.0 286.56 34.4
01/03/2023 05:00 2037.6 953.6 198.4 561.78 0.0 286.56 37.26
01/03/2023 06:00 2018.57 953.6 182.4 561.78 0.0 286.56 34.23
01/03/2023 07:00 2027.83 953.6 190.4 561.78 0.0 286.56 35.49
01/03/2023 08:00 2008.97 953.6 174.4 561.78 0.0 286.56 32.63
01/03/2023 09:00 2033.32 953.6 190.4 561.78 4.42 286.56 36.54

Table 5.1: Total energy consumption for CCC during a 9-hour time period

time scope1 scope2Lower scope2Upper scope3 TCFPLower TCFPUpper ci
01/03/2023 01:00 0.0 1801.94 2065.73 0.0 1801.94 2065.73 0.31
01/03/2023 02:00 0.0 1801.94 2028.34 0.0 1801.94 2028.34 0.31
01/03/2023 03:00 0.0 1801.94 2047.03 0.0 1801.94 2047.03 0.29
01/03/2023 04:00 0.0 1801.94 2018.74 0.0 1801.94 2018.74 0.3
01/03/2023 05:00 0.0 1801.94 2037.6 0.0 1801.94 2037.6 0.3
01/03/2023 06:00 0.0 1801.94 2018.57 0.0 1801.94 2018.57 0.3
01/03/2023 07:00 0.0 1801.94 2027.83 0.0 1801.94 2027.83 0.31
01/03/2023 08:00 0.0 1801.94 2008.97 0.0 1801.94 2008.97 0.3
01/03/2023 09:00 0.0 1801.94 2033.32 0.0 1801.94 2033.32 0.29

Table 5.2: Total emissions for CCC during a 9-hour time period

The energy consumption group consists of scope2E, eServerStatic, eServerDynamic, eNetworkStatic,
eNetworkDynamic, eCoolingStatic and eCoolingDynamic. This group focuses on Scope 2 energy consump-
tion. An example of this output is shown in Table 5.1.

The emissions group consists of scope1, scope2Lower, scope2Upper, scope3, TCFPLower, TCFPUpper
and ci. This summarizes the total carbon footprint of the current stakeholder. Scope 1 and Scope 3 do not
have an upper and lower bound. Only a single value. Therefore only Scope 2 reports the upper and lower
bound.

A table with an example of this part of the output can be seen in Table 5.2.
Lastly, the carbon footprint is normalized, this is summarized in the last group, emissions per user. This

group has the following columns: maxUsers, TCFPLowerPerUser, TCFPUpperPerUser and scope2EPerUser.
It also prints out the statistics which will be explained in Section 7.1. An example is below:

time maxUsers TCFPLowerPerUser TCFPUpperPerUser scope2EPerUser
01/03/2023 01:00 36 50.06 57.38 57.38
01/03/2023 02:00 36 50.06 56.34 56.34
01/03/2023 03:00 34 53.0 60.2 60.2
01/03/2023 04:00 34 53.0 59.37 59.37
01/03/2023 05:00 36 50.06 56.61 56.61
01/03/2023 06:00 77 23.4 26.21 26.21
01/03/2023 07:00 116 15.54 17.48 17.48
01/03/2023 08:00 144 12.52 13.95 13.95
01/03/2023 09:00 150 12.02 13.55 13.55

Table 5.3: Total emissions and energy consumption per user for CCC during a 9-hour time period
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mSQR of 0.9988614954920007 f o r a n−value o f 1 .05
Area s co r e 27.625588432482054
95 percent i s l e s s than 78.89913665383224
50 percent i s l e s s than 30.09910669661668
5 percent i s l e s s than 12.402728049359856
percentages o f d i f f e r e n t components : Server : 0 .58 Network : 0 .27 Cool ing : 0 .16
percentages o f s t a t i c /dynamic 0 .85 0 .15

Listing 5.1: example of output values after running the program
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Chapter 6

Applying the model

In this chapter, the model will be applied to different use cases. In Section 6.1 the results of applying the
model to tenants from BT will be presented. In particular, one tenant will be used to demonstrate the
model. Following that, in Section 6.2 we will examine the impact of hourly carbon intensity on the collected
data. The effect of different policies will be explained in Section 6.3. Based on these policies, two distinct
use cases for calculating the upper and lower bounds will be shown in Section 6.4. Additionally, one tenant
hosts its server by Cisco, the received data is discussed in Section 6.5. Lastly, in Section 6.6 we will reflect
on the ease of data collection for the model.

6.1 Power Consumption

The primary focus of this research is to estimate the power consumption. Initially, this was done for one
tenant throughout the majority of the study (tenant M, as discussed in the previous chapter), the model
was later verified by looking at six other tenants (labeled A to F to protect their confidentiality).

The entire energy consumption model, along with the maximum concurrent users per hour is plotted in
Figure 6.1. Two noteworthy observations can be made. First, a distinct relation between power consumption
and the maximum concurrent users is evident. For that reason, we split the power consumption into different
categories. Second, the different days and weekends are also evident. There is a one-day cycle for which the
peaks of both plotted values are during the day and valleys during the night. A seven-day pattern is also
visible. During the weekends both values have lower peaks.

Figure 6.2 shows the different components and their correlation with the number of concurrent users.
This shows no distinct correlation between server power consumption and concurrent users. However, the
number of concurrent users and network power consumption has a direct correlation. This is logical, as the
network is used more when more users are online.

The energy consumption of both the server and the network is used to determine the energy consumption
of the cooling equipment. This causes a correlation between the number of concurrent users and the power
consumption of the cooling equipment. The correlation between the energy consumption and the number
of concurrent users is, therefore, mainly due to the correlation between the number of concurrent users and
the network components.

The different components do not have an equal share in the total power consumption. In this case, on
average, the server equipment uses 58%, the network accounts for 27% and the cooling uses 16% of the total
power consumption. For the other tenants, this distribution can vary depending on factors such as the PUE
and their network usage. An overview for all six tenants can be seen in Table 6.1. For most of the tenants,
the server equipment is the largest portion of power consumption, except for tenant E which uses a lot of
energy for the network. The cooling has a similar percentage for most tenants, as they use the same data
centers. Therefore, their PUE is the same and thus the percentage of energy that is consumed by cooling
devices.

On average, the static part of the total power consumption is 87% and the dynamic part is 13%. This
distribution was true for all the tenants, with only slight differences of up to one percentage point. Given
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Figure 6.1: The energy consumption and max users over time

Tenant server network cooling
A 0.7 0.15 0.16
B 0.57 0.27 0.16
C 0.78 0.07 0.16
D 0.66 0.18 0.16
E 0.39 0.45 0.16
F 0.45 0.21 0.35

Table 6.1: The share of the components of the tenants
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(a) Scatterplot for the total power consumption vs the
max users

(b) Scatterplot for the server power consumption vs the
max users

(c) Scatterplot for the network power consumption vs the
max users

(d) Scatterplot for the cooling power consumption vs the
max users

Figure 6.2: Plots of all power consumption vs the max users for the same tenant
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(a) Carbon footprint of Scope 2 over a two month period (b) Carbon footprint of Scope 2 scattered against the
max users

Figure 6.3: Carbon footprint of Scope 2 using hourly carbon intensity data

that the static part is most of the energy consumption, the service will become more energy efficient when
used by more users.

6.2 Carbon intensity

The carbon intensity, as can be seen in Figure 5.1, fluctuates a lot and has no obvious pattern. Consequently,
there is no clear correlation between the number of concurrent users and the TCFP.

Multiplying the energy consumption by the carbon intensity adds in essence an element of randomness.
This can be seen in Figure 6.3. Unlike the energy consumption, which had a one-day and seven-day pattern,
the TCFP has no visible patterns as can be seen in Figure 6.3a. The TCFP is plotted against the number
of concurrent users in Figure 6.3b. This does not reveal any patterns.

Using a constant value, such as the average carbon intensity over a month to remove this element of
randomness, would give a warped result. A high carbon intensity during the day, when a lot of energy is
used, is worse than a high carbon intensity during the night.

6.3 Policy

The policy changes for which part of the emissions the tenant is responsible. This is achieved by a combination
of parameters, namely γ, ζ and LSHARE. The impact of LSHARE will be examined alone, while γ and ζ
will be shown together. All power consumption data in the following is for the same tenant. We use power
consumption in place of carbon footprint in order to remove the effect of carbon intensity as discussed in
the previous section.

6.3.1 γ and ζ

The combinations of γ and ζ will be shown for the values 0, 0.5 and 1, resulting in different effects. This is
shown in Figure 6.4.

Figures a,d and g only have different values of γ, while Figures a,b and c have different values of ζ.
Figures e, f, h and i are a combination of γ and ζ. This shows that the static part is, in fact, static and
does not have fluctuations. Therefore, increasing γ only changes the base value. As can be seen in the first
column of the figures in Figure 6.4. On the other hand, ζ changes the dynamic value. As ζ increases the
valleys and peaks differ a lot more.
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(a) A γ of 0 and a ζ of 0 (b) A γ of 0 and a ζ of 0.5 (c) A γ of 0 and a ζ of 1

(d) A γ of 0.5 and a ζ of 0 (e) A γ of 0.5 and a ζ of 0.5 (f) A γ of 0.5 and a ζ of 1

(g) A γ of 1 and a ζ of 0 (h) A γ of 1 and a ζ of 0.5 (i) A γ of 1 and a ζ of 1

Figure 6.4: Different values for γ and ζ
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Figure 6.5: Different TCFP for different values of LSHARE

6.3.2 LSHARE

LSHARE determines the percentage of Scope 3 emissions for the tenant. Scope 3 emissions are difficult to
determine, which is why it has been left out of the results so far. However, the effect of different values of
LSHARE on Scope 3 emissions is still interesting. Calculating Scope 3 emissions for each tenant requires data
on the energy consumption of the tenant, the entire data center and the Scope 3 emissions associated with
the data center. The Scope 3 emissions per tenant are estimated by using the energy consumption for the
tenant, the entire data center, and the Scope 3 emissions for the data center. The last two components are
currently unknown, as the necessary data is currently unavailable. For that reason, we decided to calculate
the Scope 3 emissions of the tenant via an alternative approach. Downie and Stubbs [12] state 81% of the
total amount of the TCFP is attributed to Scope 3 emissions. We used this value to estimate a realistic
estimation of the Scope 3 emissions.

The Scope 3 emissions with different values of LSHARE can be seen in Figure 6.5. Where LSHARE
values of 0.25, 0.5 and 1 were taken. Scope 3 emissions are mostly calculated as a constant instead of an
hourly differential value, resulting in a straight constant line.

Considering the impact of Scope 3 emissions, when incorporating them into the scatter plot which plots
the TCFP per concurrent user vs. the number of concurrent users, we obtain Figure 6.6. This shows an
inverse relationship between the TCFP per user and the number of concurrent users.

6.4 Upper and Lower bound

The upper and lower bounds show a region for which parts a tenant is responsible. To illustrate this, two
different policies will be shown.

Policy A can be seen in Figure 6.7a. Under this policy, the tenant is fully accountable for the static part
of the energy consumption. The lower bound, therefore, has a γ of 1 and a ζ of 0. For the upper bound, the
tenant is also partly responsible for the dynamic part, resulting in a γ of 1, and a ζ of 0.5.

Policy B can be seen in Figure 6.7b. In this policy, the scenario is reversed and the tenant is fully
responsible for the dynamic part of the energy consumption. Therefore, the lower bound has a γ of 0 and a
ζ of 1. For the upper bound the tenant is also partly responsible for the static part. Therefore, it has γ of
0.5, and a ζ of 1.

Figure 6.7 also clearly shows the difference these policies make.
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Figure 6.6: Scatterplot for the TCFP per user vs the max users

(a) Lower and upper bound for Policy A (b) Lower and upper bound for Policy B

Figure 6.7: Difference in having a different policies
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Figure 6.8: The power consumption for one server hosted by Cisco

6.5 The Cisco case

For Cisco, we received the watt usage of their servers, network usage and the PUE. Watt usage was split for
each node. A node was used for processing purposes or memory. According to Cisco, the nodes were used
by five tenants, and the total watt consumption was therefore divided by five.

The power consumption of one server can be seen in Figure 6.8. Since the power consumption is in
all data points divided by five, we assume the total power consumption is the recorded value for an entire
rack. The rack is shared by five tenants, of whom they provided us with the average power consumption
per tenant. However, this assumption has not been confirmed, but for now, we consider the values to be
correct. Comparing the power consumption, an idle BT server consumes at least 205 watts, while Cisco’s
servers appear to be more energy-efficient based on the recorded values.

For the network usage, we were provided with the average and maximum values for a one-month period.
The average network consumption was 19.475 Mbps and the maximum usage was 87.671 Mbps. This is a lot
higher in comparison with a similar tenant hosted by BT, where the average was 1 Mbps and the maximum
was 24 Mbps. The exact reason for this difference is currently unknown. Multiple plausible theories have
been suggested, such as more services using these network devices and increased security measures. However,
none of these suggestions have been confirmed at the time of writing this.

BT and Cisco both host their servers from the same or similar data centers. Which leads to similar PUE
values. As a result, the cooling power consumption has the same share as the TCFP.

Given the lack of valid and comprehensive data, it is currently challenging to determine how well Cisco
performs in comparison to BT. Any concussion should be made with caution. Cisco may consume less energy
due to lower server power usage. However, their network usage is higher, and depending on how they have
configured their network devices, they either perform better or worse.

6.6 Discussion

In this section, we will discuss the various components that contribute to the input of the model and reflect
on the challenges associated with gathering the necessary data. To calculate the TCFP, the three Scopes
have to be calculated.

Scope 1 is straightforward, as it is estimated to be zero in the case of data centers. On the other hand,
estimating Scope 3 currently poses significant challenges. We hope that further research will improve the
Scope 3 estimations.
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For Scope 2 emissions, three parts are required: the energy consumption, the carbon intensity and the
values of γ and ζ.

The energy consumption can be divided into three parts Eserver, Enetwork and Ecooling. Each of these
parts can be further split up into static and dynamic power consumption.

In many cases, Eserver can be easily obtained or estimated. If the hardware keeps track of the power
consumption, as in the case of BT, this is straightforward. Otherwise, power consumption can be estimated
using a model based on various parameters such as CPU usage. These models have been extensively re-
searched and can provide reasonably accurate estimations. As BA models already base their estimation on
the concept of a static and dynamic part, the division between these parts is already done. In the case that
the power consumption is known, the static power usage has to be estimated based on various parameters
such as the CPU usage. We showed during this project that depending on the usage profile this can be either
straightforward or rather challenging.

Enetwork is more difficult to obtain. The models used to estimate power consumption often use parameters
that are not readily available. The outdated and averaged estimate for watts per byte used in this thesis
highlights the difficulty in obtaining an accurate estimation. Currently, the network power consumption of
the devices used in this use case is not recorded. Even if it were recorded, an extra challenge lies in the
nature of networks being shared by multiple tenants, making fair allocation of energy consumption difficult.
As a result, this makes it difficult to get a better estimate than used in the model. The proposed model to
estimate the network energy consumption s can be used for most use cases, as network usage is typically
recorded.

Estimating Ecooling is relatively easy as the PUE is known for most data centers. Apart from Eserver

and Enetwork, this is the only additional part needed.
Apart from energy consumption, the model requires carbon intensity, which can be relatively easily

obtained through estimates provided by various companies.
Determining the values for γ and ζ depends on the involved stakeholders. It might prove difficult to

determine the lower and upper bounds since no official guidelines have been made for these values yet.
Overall, while there are certain challenges, it is realistic to obtain the necessary data for the model. The

two main difficulties lie in estimating the energy consumption of the networks and the Scope 3 emissions.
Apart from this, the data can be easily integrated into the model.
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Chapter 7

Tenants Comparison

In the following chapter, we will look at the different tenants in the BT case. First the UPES metric will be
introduced in order to compare different tenants in Section 7.1. Section 7.2 will focus on which UPES values
the different tenants have and how well they score in comparison with each other. Section 7.3 will evaluate
the answers from the survey sent to employees of BT. The results will be discussed in Section 7.4. Lastly,
Section 7.5 will suggest improvements tenants can make to reduce their TCFP.

7.1 Comparing different tenants

To compare different tenants with each other, it is necessary to normalize the energy consumption. The nor-
malization is done as per Equation 4.22, where the energy consumption replaces the TCFP. This adjustment
is made because the carbon intensity is semi-random and not in the control of the tenants. The difference
in using the energy consumption instead of the TCFP can be seen in Figure 7.1.

In Figure 7.1a, the total power consumption follows a curve, which can be approximated by an inverse
relation. The regression line is shown in red. The inverse relation is due to the high percentage of static
energy, which results in relatively constant total energy consumption. An inverse relationship is observed
when a constant value is divided by an increasing number.

In contrast, Figure 7.1b shows the correlation between the concurrent users and the TCFP per concurrent
users. Here, an inverse relationship can be seen for the upper bound, but there are also data points throughout
the entire area below the curve. In other words, the curve can then be used to describe the upper bound.
Noted should be that currently only Scope 2 emissions are taken into account. Including the Scope 3
emissions, which are often considered constant, would increase the static part of the TCFP and thus make
the relationship more clear.

The comparison between different tenants can now be done by comparing different graphs. This is not
the most user-friendly approach, and relying on visual inspection to determine which tenant is better can
lead to inaccurate results. Furthermore, the difference in the maximum amount of concurrent users makes
the comparison more difficult.

In addition, the policy chosen to compare different tenants could favor one tenant over another as a
tenant could be only more efficient in either the static or dynamic part. To ensure a fair comparison, we use
a γ of 1 and a ζ of 1. Even if the policy distribution is different, this choice provides the fairest comparison.

The linear regression plotted in Figure 7.1a is of the form of Equation 7.1. Where x is the amount of
max users, a and b are constants and n is a constant that determines the steepness of the curve. To account
for when no users are logged in, it was interpreted as if there was one user logged in.

1

(a+ bx)n
(7.1)

Based on Equation 7.1 three different scores can be calculated. These scores are based on a per-user
basis and are therefore called the User Power Efficiency Score (UPES).
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(a) Scatterplot for the total power consumption per user
vs the max users

(b) Scatterplot for the TCFP per user vs the max users

Figure 7.1: The difference between using carbon intensity or not

The UPES family consists of UPES-P, UPES-A and UPES-N, each providing a different perspective. The
combination of these three gives a comprehensive overview. However, it might be preferable to only present
one of these values to maintain clarity and user-friendliness. These three scores are based on Equation 7.1

UPES-P UPES-P is based on percentiles. It finds the number of concurrent users for which 95% of the
concurrent users is below. This cutoff value is then placed in Equation 7.1, giving the value for which the watt
usage per user is 95% of the time lower. An intercept can be seen in Figure 7.2. For a more detailed view,
the 50th and 5th percentile can also be provided, if necesary. The reason for using the 95th percentile lies in
that this is also commonly used by internet service providers when billing ”burstable” internet bandwidth.

UPES-A UPES-A is determined based on the area below the curve. The curve never intersects with both
axes, which makes it important to limit both sides. To establish these limits, we define CUmin, which is the
minimum amount of concurrent users and CUmax which is the maximum amount of concurrent users. The
area under the curve between CUmin and CUmax is then calculated to derive the UPES-A score, as shown
in Figure 7.3.

Having a higher CUmax would result in a larger area under the curve, even if that service would be more
efficient. This value is normalized to account for this. This will advocate in favor of having more concurrent
users on a service, which is due to the significant part of static energy being a logical choice. The resulting
formula, which represents the area between CUmin and CUmax can be seen in Equation 7.2.

UPES −A =
A

CUmax − CUmin
(7.2)

UPES-N The last metric is UPES-N. The metric depends on the value of n as defined in Equation 7.1. By
varying n, different curves can be defined for UPES-N as it controls the steepness of the curve. In Figure 7.4
the curves for the values 1, 1.5 and 2 are displayed, represented in blue, red and green respectively.

With a lower n-value, the curve predicts a lower power usage per user, as can be seen that the blue line
is always lower than the green line.

One noteworthy comment is that a lower n-value gives a lower value. The reason for this is that the base
is always lower than 1.
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Figure 7.2: In this figure 95% of the time less than 78.90 watts per user, the location is at the intersect

Figure 7.3: Highlighting the area below the regression line
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Figure 7.4: Different values of n and their effect on power consumption

Tenant UPES-P UPES-A UPES-N
A 1155.49 26.20 1.05
B 375.43 25.00 1.05
C 974.75 12.49 1
D 18.11 7.20 1.1
E 2619.24 76.84 1.05
F 3536.93 41.64 1

Table 7.1: The UPES scores for the six tenants

7.2 Scoring different tenants

UPES was used to compare different tenants, with the original tenant (M) serving as the basis on which the
model was developed and the six tenants functioning as confirmation cases. The six tenants are grouped
into three different groups based on the maximum number of concurrent users they have; small, medium
and large. The tenants A and B are categorized as small, tenants C and D are categorized as medium and
tenants E and F are categorized as large.

The scatterplot of the number of concurrent users versus the power usage per user for all six tenants can
be seen in Figure 7.5. They all follow a curve similarly as defined in Equation 7.1.

The UPES scores for the six tenants are presented in Table 7.1. In the next section, an evaluation of
the different score types will be given based on the feedback received. However, from these values, some
evaluations can already be made.

The n-value of the different tenants is similar, due to the high percentage of static power consumption.
Furthermore, it is noteworthy that UPES-A and UPES-P are both not increasing and decreasing at the
same time. This can be explained by the different ways the scores are calculated. UPES-A assumes equal
distribution of concurrent users. UPES-P does not make that assumption and looks at the 95th percentile.
UPES-P also has its limitations. UPES-P does not take into account what happens 5% of the time. Moreover,
if exactly 5% of the time the system is inefficient, while the other time it is efficient it will paint the wrong
picture. This can be remedied by also providing the 50th and 5th percentile.

This also shows that the size of a customer does not necessarily correlate with energy efficiency. By
combining the information provided by BT about the different tenants, certain correlations can be observed.
BT can give each tenant a bespoke score, which can be seen in Table 7.2. The bespoke score indicates the
extent to which the service was customized to meet their specific requirements.
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(a) Tenant A (b) Tenant B (c) Tenant C

(d) Tenant D (e) Tenant E (f) Tenant F

Figure 7.5: The amount of max users versus the power usage per max user for all six tenants

Tenant bespoke score
A 10%
B 7.5%
C 5%
D 20%
E 50%
F 45%

Table 7.2: The bespoke scores for the six tenants
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Figure 7.6: Result of which UPES metric the employees liked the most

A and C have a configuration close to the standard configuration of the CCC service. None of them is
not the most energy-efficient tenant, but they are around the median.

B also uses a standard configuration and is apart from D the most energy-efficient tenant. Different from
A and C, they are energy-efficient as they have a high number of concurrent users during most times.

D has 24/7 service and uses its own voice-enabled routers per country. This eases the workload for CCC.
This is directly visible in their UPES score, making it an unfair comparison with the other tenants if this is
not taken into account.

E only services one country. They use self-service options in the menu so the call may not have to be
handled by an agent. They also rely heavily on speech recognition in comparison with other tenants hosted
by BT. Both factors negatively impact their UPES scores.

F only serves the Asia Pacific region and employs multiple custom databases managed by BT. Every call
will accrue at least 30 database dips (queries) more than other tenants. Both directly affect their UPES
score.

These examples demonstrate that the configuration and usage change their score significantly. A tenant
which has the equipment to serve a high amount of concurrent users is only more efficient when used by
a lot of concurrent users. However, when the usage is low, the additional equipment required causes the
service to become inefficient. This can cause it to be less energy efficient than the smaller tenants. Moreover,
large companies also have data centers in other places where the PUE is higher than the smaller companies.
Where the data center in London has a PUE of 1.2, for example, Hong Kong has a PUE of 1.85.

7.3 Survey

The survey was sent to different BT employees of which the technical skill widely differed. For example,
both engineers and directors answered the survey. In total 12 people answered this survey. Due to the low
number, the results should be taken as preliminary results, requiring further in-depth research in the future.

As part of the survey, respondents were tested on their understanding of the metric. Out of the 12, two
filled in the wrong answer on a hypothetical scenario for UPES-N. This was the only metric in which people
had the incorrect answer. Interestingly, one of these two individuals still expressed a preference for UPES-N,
despite selecting the wrong answer.

Apart from these two outliers, the remaining respondents performed well on the questions. They were
then asked about their preferred metric. The result, shown in Figure 7.6, showed that UPES-P was seen as
the most useful one. This is underlined as respondents stated that: ”Watts per user is easy to understand
and compare”, ”It makes the most sense to me as it is a real value” and more similar comments.

UPES-N has 25% of the votes. However, one respondent stated that they had chosen this because the
lower value would be the least shocking for their client. Moreover, one person who voted for UPES-P stated
they did not understand UPES-N. This provides additional evidence that UPES-N is not perceived as the
most useful metric.

UPES-A, on the other hand, was received positively by 25%. The people who have chosen this were
pleased with the normalization aspect of this metric.

The respondents were then asked whether the chosen metric was clear. The result of this can be seen in
Figure 7.7, with a rating scale from 1, perfectly clear, to 5, unclear. On average people gave scored it a 2.5,
indicating a moderate level of understanding. Both UPES-P and UPES-A received an average score of 2.33
and UPES-N an average score of 3.
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Figure 7.7: Result of how clear the chosen metric was

Figure 7.8: Result whether the employees found the metric useful

The respondents were also asked to evaluate the usefulness of the chosen metric. The results are presented
in Figure 7.8. On average, they scored the usefulness at 2.5. UPES-A was seen as the most useful with an
average of 2 and UPES-N was the least useful with a score of 3. UPES-P scored the same as the overall
average, a 2.5.

Lastly, the respondents were asked whether they believed UPES made it easier to compare different
tenants. The results can be seen in Figure 7.9. On average it scored 2.42. UPES-P scored best with an
average score of 2, UPES-A scored slightly worse with a score of 2.33 and UPES-N scored the lowest with a
value of 3.33.

A summary of the averages can be found in Table 7.3.
The survey included the option to leave a final remark. Several of these remarks were questions to clarify

specific use cases. Other questions about the impact of different settings and seeking general clarifications
to better understand the metric and the applications were also provided.

7.4 Discussion

The survey indicated that UPES is considered useful with room for improvement. It specifically showed that
UPES-N performed on all questions worse than the others. Between UPES-P and UPES-A it seems to be
mainly a question of preference. However, more people seem to choose UPES-P and UPES-P considers the
distribution of concurrent users. For that reason, we propose to use UPES-P to compare different tenants.
When a more detailed comparison is needed one can opt for showing all three of the metrics.

Moreover, this metric should not be used in isolation, but in combination with the TCFP. This is best
illustrated with a case scenario. If a tenant wishes to increase its UPES score without considering the
TCFP, they may log on more users who do not effectively use the system. This will improve the UPES score.
However, their TCFP does increase due to the increase of logged-in users. UPES is best suitable to compare
different tenants with each other.

Figure 7.9: Result whether they find UPES easier to compare
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UPES-P UPES-A UPES-N Total
Clarity 2.33 2.33 3 2.5

Usefulness 2.5 2 3 2.5
Ease of use 2 2.33 3.33 2.42

Table 7.3: Average scores for different questions, split into the different metrics

Figure 7.10: 2-day forecast for Great Britain

7.5 Possible improvements for the tenants

This section will give some recommendations for the tenants on how to improve their footprint. These
improvements are based on the model and UPES score.

7.5.1 Carbon Intensity

The semi-random carbon intensity values can be used for a good purpose. The main surges of energy such
as making a backup of a database can be done during carbon intensity valleys. This has to be done based
on a prediction such as shown in Figure 7.10.

Taking the average of these days gives 157 gCo2/KwH. While if the minimum is taken over these two
days 91 gCo2/kwh. Which decreases the footprint for this action by over 40%.

7.5.2 Max users

The amount of max users influences the UPES score a lot. Flattening the peaks to fill the valleys will make
the biggest difference. This will however not change the TCFP, which might give a skewed result.

However, using the same infrastructure with other tenants will, with this model as its basis, lead to a
decrease in the TCFP. This does make the following assumption. That one tenant will have its peaks during
the valleys of the other. This way their UPES-P score will improve quite a bit.

7.5.3 Powering down VMs

Another option is to power down VMs when the amount of concurrent users is below a certain threshold,
which will result in a lower power consumption. The VMs which are powered down or placed into hibernation
mode should be the unused VMs. An example would be when there are zero concurrent users to power down
almost all VMs. Despite the decrease in power consumption there is also a risk involved as the availability of
the services could be impacted by this. This is similar to the method proposed by Beloglazov and Buyya [52],
which should be used as a starting point.
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Chapter 8

Conclusion

In this chapter, we will conclude the thesis. A small summary will be provided in Section 8.1. The fulfillment
of requirements will be evaluated in Section 8.2 and the research questions will be answered in Section 8.3.
The impact of this work will be discussed in Section 8.4. Lastly, future work will be discussed in Section 8.5.

8.1 Summary

In this project, the author worked together with BT to develop a method to allocate emissions more fairly
among stakeholders. For this, we focused on one service, CCC. We improved the model from Westerhof
to include static and dynamic electricity consumption where static electricity consumption is the electricity
consumption when the machine is idle. Dynamic electricity consumption is the electricity consumption for
the consumption which is based on the workload. Both parts are given weights which enable us to create
policies. These policies have an upper and lower bound to fairly distribute emissions among stakeholders.

Furthermore, we also designed a way to compare different tenants with each other using a metric called
UPES scores. This measures how good the service is on a per-user basis. This is split into three different
parts UPES-P, UPES-A, and UPES-N each covering a different aspect. UPES-P is based on percentiles
and states the value for which 95% of the energy consumption is below. UPES-A is based on the area
beneath the curve. UPES-N is the constant used in the formula used to describe the regression line. We
then send a survey to BT employees, which showed that UPES-P was the best understood and perceived
metric. Moreover, six different tenants were compared with each other showing the strengths and weaknesses
of UPES.

8.2 Requirements

For this model and comparison method, a couple of requirements were identified, as discussed in Section 3.4.
The functional requirements were all met to various degrees. The TCFP can be calculated with the model
satisfying the first functional requirement. TCFP is calculated with the use of different Scopes. We have
mainly focused on Scope 2 emissions. Even though this research did not focus on Scope 3 emissions, the model
still incorporated this. This functional requirement was therefore also met. The last functional requirement
stated that we needed a way to compare different tenants. This was met through the use of UPES.

Moreover, there were also some non-functional requirements. In Chapter 4 we introduced γ and ζ in
combination with lower and upper bounds to make accountability more fair for different stakeholders. This
satisfied the first non-functional requirement. The only estimate this model uses for Scope 2 emissions is
the network consumption. Which is grounded in the literature. The literature stated an average power
consumption per byte as well that there should be static and dynamic power usage. This was combined
to give more accurate results, thus satisfying the second non-functional requirement. The model is also
transparent. The formulas used are clearly explained, which satisfies the third non-functional requirement.
Lastly, we described the effects different policies have, this enables us to satisfy the last non-functional
requirement.
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8.3 Research questions

Before answering the main research question the other research questions will first be answered.
To answer research question 1: As shown in Section 4.2, to give a more fair assessment, the energy

consumption calculated for Scope 2 was divided into two parts: static and dynamic. The static part is the
energy consumed when there is no workload on a device, while the dynamic part is the energy consumed
based on the workload. These parts were allocated among different stakeholders according to the policy
outlined in Section 4.3. The policy consists of an upper and lower bound. Where the lower bound has a γ, ζ
and LSHARE lower than the upper bound. The stakeholder’s responsibility for the emissions falls between
the upper and lower bound. Where γ reflects the static part and ζ the dynamic part. In Section 6.3 we
demonstrated the influence of different values of γ, ζ and LSHARE. γ adds a constant to the final power
usage, while ζ adds a fluctuating component. LSHARE was mostly left for future work, however, we did
show that with the current method for calculating Scope 3 emissions, it behaves similarly to static energy
usage by adding a constant value.

To answer research question 2: In Figure 7.1a the maximum users were plotted against the power usage.
This shows that when more users are logged in, on a per-user basis less energy is consumed. We then looked
at it for six other tenants in Figure 7.5, which showed similar results. Section 6.1 showed that this was due
to the high amount of static power consumption.

The situation is however somewhat more complex since Section 7.2 showed that for certain peaks more
equipment is needed. This raises the total power consumption needed. This means that the most efficient
way to use the equipment is the following. The service should have the minimum amount of equipment
needed to facilitate the peaks of max users and the service should have the maximum amount of concurrent
users as long as possible.

To answer research question 3: The location of the data centers affects the TCFP a lot. Two important
factors are the following. We showed in Section 7.2 that PUE makes a huge difference and in Section 6.2
the same is shown for carbon intensity. The carbon intensity was for the pilot study only available for one
location. This makes the difference between different data centers hard to measure. However, for just this
location the different times when the data center consumed a lot of power made a big difference. This can
be seen in Figure 6.3.

To answer the main research question: The different tenants with different usage profiles can be compared
with each other using UPES. In Chapter 7 three different scores were proposed UPES-P, UPES-A, UPES-N.
These are based on an inverse regression between the max users and the energy consumption per max user.
All three of these were then used in a survey to determine how easy to use they were for the different tenants.

8.4 Impact and implications

The main impact of this model is the addition of static and dynamic parts. By splitting the energy usage
into two parts it can be more fairly distributed between the different stakeholders. A fair distribution is
especially important as reporting the emissions becomes more important. This was directly applied with the
use of an lower and upper bound. The effect of different values can have be seen in Section 6.4. The use
of the lower and upper bound solved the issue when both stakeholders are equally responsible for certain
emissions. Now both stakeholders can be held responsible without double-counting.

As showed in Section 6.6 when this model was applied to the BT tenants for the server part the energy
usage was available. For the cooling part, the PUE was available. For the network part, we had to make an
estimation. The network estimation is more inaccurate than the other two parts because of this. Also, not
every service might be able to have this data. This results in that this model is dependent on the available
data. Despite having not all data, we showed that it is still possible to get an estimate. With the use of µ
the static power usage of network devices can be approximated.

Another impact is the way that services can now be compared with each other with the metric proposed
in Chapter 7. With UPES tenants can see how well they perform and compare how efficiently their systems
run. UPES-P was best received and makes comparing tenants significantly easier. Moreover, UPES was
mostly depended on the static part of the total energy consumption and the number of concurrent users
using the service. This underlines the need to focus on decreasing the static part of the power consumption
as well as making sure the service is not underutilized, something that is done quite frequently by tenants in
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this study. An example is during the night, when all the servers are fully operational with little to no users
logged in. UPES can therefore be used to further optimize the energy consumption and therefore the TCFP.

8.5 Future work

In this section potential future work will be discussed and the improvements that can be made for this model.
There is a drawback to the model that can be improved, however, this will make the model more complex.

Here we split γ and ζ into multiple subgroups. Namely, γserver, γnetwork, γcooling, ζserver, ζnetwork and
ζcooling. This gives direct control over the different parts of the energy consumption. The need for this can
be explained with a use case.

MyBackup For example there is an imaginary service MyBackup, which makes it possible to backup data.
This will require little server power but an extensive amount of network power. Because of them a high
amount of static power is needed for the network. Thus, there γserver might be lower than their γnetwork.

RenderFarm The imaginary service RenderFarm lets users upload a 3d model and it will create a 3D
render. This relies heavily on the server power, but once’s uploaded the network is not used anymore. For
this case, γserver is higher and γnetwork is lower.

Which effect this will have on the Scope 2 emissions of the tenant and whether this is worth the extra com-
plexity is currently unknown. However, as the different parts can then be assigned to different stakeholders
it could make the allocation more fair.

Furthermore, currently, the carbon intensity of London is used throughout the entire pilot study. This
makes the results less accurate in other parts of the world. We have shown in Section 5.1 a difference
between the Netherlands and London, but could not see how this would affect the carbon emissions of the
data centers. In the future, this should be included in the data and show what difference this would make
for data centers.

In addition, the network estimate is currently done based on the observed peaks and valleys. This makes
the static part less accurate as the true valleys and peaks might be higher and lower depending on the
tenant. The dynamic part was made under the assumption that the power usage is linear with the usage of
the device. Despite this assumption being common in the literature it is something that was not observed
during some preliminary data points. The exact nature of this relationship is therefore unknown and should
be researched more.

Lastly, the entire power consumption estimation for network devices is based on a constant from 2018 [90].
This might not be an accurate depiction of the machines currently used. Creating a new constant or improving
the way the static and dynamic parts of the network model can be calculated should thus be researched.
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